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Reported for the Public Ledger. 
NAVAL GENERAL COURT MARTIAL, 
AT PHILADELPHIA. 

TRIAL OF COMMODORE ELLIOTT. 


Tuespay, May 26—The Court met pursuant to | 
adjournment el hg The proceedings of yes- | 
terday were read. [Franklin Sagee, the witness ex- 
amined asa fe mace two or three unimportant cor- 
rections as to the quantity of boards used—54 were 
used at Malta, instead of 26, as stated yesterday. The 
balance of the 100 feet he kept no account of.] 

Farther examination of Mr. Sagee by the uccused.—I 
am enabled to correct my evidence of yesterday by an 
examination of my books, which I have since made ; 
I have conversed with no person on the subject; I 
had no particular inducement to examine my books ; 
I thought I might probably have made a wrong state- 
ment as to the lumber; I can produce my books for 
examination here; I had examined my books repeat- 





unofficially made up since the witness left the ship. 
The question was waived.] 

To the best of my recollection the articles applied 
to the commodore’s use, named in the list, were nails, 
glue, sandpaper, bellows leather, iron, German steel, 
&c.; articles too numerous to mention ; I have the offi- 
cial returns—[which were produced, 55 in number] 
[ became first lieutenant of the Constitution in July, 
1837, and ceased to be so about the beginning of No- 
vember—though for several weeks previously I had 
been off duty in consequence of illness; Lieutenant 
Watson acted as first lieutenant while I was off duty; 
Chaplain Lambert was ordered from the ship about 
the time specified while in the harbor of Suda in the 
island of Candia; he showed me his orders the day he 
left the ship, and expressed great mortification at the 
manner in which he was ordered away; he left the 
ship about evening; we, I should judge, were about 
6 or 7 miles from the Shark; I was too much engaged 
that day to remember the particulars beyond what I 





edly since I left the Constitution, and before I testi- 
fied. [The witness here was requested to furnish his | 
becks for examination, which was readily complied | 
with.] I have no recollection of the ship’s lumber, 
having been used for making boxes for any other of- | 
ficer than Capt. Boerum. 

Lieut. Harwood, sworn.—[So many of the charges | 
and specifications against the accused, as it was pur- | 
posed to examine the witness upon, were read.] 

In regard to the plate said to have beén presented | 


have already stated, except that the weather was va- 
riabte and squally off land. 

By the, Judge Advocate.—I was engaged in the usual 
duties of the ship; many stores were to be sent to the 
Shark, and the ship had to be got under way which 
required my presence on deck. 

A few days after this occurrence Mr. Lambert sent, 
through Capt. Pearson, to mean official account of his 
removal. 

By the accused.—I did not inform Mr. Lambert that 






by the crew to the commodore, I have no other know- | it was irregular to write through me instead of Com. 
ledge than having seen it on the berth deck, when) Elliott; I informed Mr. L. that Com. Elliott so cons 
placed there for the crew to look at before it went into sidered it; Com. Elliott sent a request to me to en- 


the cabin, and on several occasions afterwards —two | close it as he had not time; I sent the letter in to act- 


occasions of which I particularly recollect; one was 
when a person was taking a drawing of it, and once 
afterwards when the King of Greece was on board; it 
was then exhibited in the cabin. 

There was a man by the name of David Floyd pun- 
ished, whilst I was first lieutenant, on board, in two 
dozen lashes; it was about the 27th August, 1837, at 
Beyrout; he was brought up by Capt. Boerum for pun- 
ishment; he had previously abused the officers of the 
ship in very opprobrious language; I requested that 
the flogging should be deferred, that I might have an 
opportunity of preferring charges against him, and he 
was remanded at my request; on or about the 9th of 
September, while I was on shore, he was said to have 
been punished. 

By the Judge Advocate —Com. Elliott was not on 
board at the time the man was remanded at my re- 

uest; he returned to the ship between the 27th of 
ugust and the 9th of September ; I did not know the 
name of this man in my examination before the Court 
of Inquiry ; I have ascertained it since. There was, | 
I thought, an irregular and unusual expenditure of} 





ing commander Boerum; I was officer of the deck 
when Chaplain Lambert left the ship, in the harbor of 


| Suda; I do not know when he received his orders to 


leave; it was after dinner when he showed them to 
me; to the best of my recollection it was between 
four and eight o’clock; I think it was before we 
underway I saw the chaplain leave the deck, but have 
no positive recollection that it was in the Shark’s gig; 
he took leave of Gen. Cass, myself, and other officers 
assembled on the deck at the time. 

No report was mae to me of any difficulty or dan- 
ger attending Chaplain Lambert’s leaving the shi 
Chaplain Lambert did not object to me that the Shark’s 
gig was dangerous or inconveniently small; he come 
plained to me only of the abrupt mannet of being or- 
dered away, and the vessel to which he was ordered, 
as not being the one to which he originally belonged. 
I do not recollect that in his complaint he said he was 
to join the frigate U. 8. when the Shark met her; I 
did not make report to the commodore of the chaplain’s 
complaint; I did not consider it my affair; I cannot 
answer positively the headway the ship had on when 


shile I was first lieutenant of the ship; I re-| the chaplain left her side; I recollect nothing that 

pb the etter at the time to Capt. Recrake for in- | would prevent a boat shoving off with ordinary duty ; 
structions ; he directed me at the end of the quarter to nothing suggested itself to my mind in the departure 
make out a list of them, and send thein in to him, | of Mr. Lambert that rendered it difficult or dangerous ; 
which I did; I have since copied the articles from the , I was much occupied at the time ; I cannot speak with 
list: I have no other means of knowing what they | perfect confidence that the ship was or was not inside 
are, with the exception of some plank used in making, the harbor; she was near the mouth, whether inside 
stalls for the horses, copied from the list of weekly re- or not I cannot say. Lieut. Watson, I think, was on 
turns for warrant officers. deck at the time the chaplain left, but of that I am 
By the Judge Advocate.—These articles were applied not certain; some stores were sent during the day 
for, for Com. Elliott’s use, so far as I know any thing from the Constitution to the Shark, but the time or 
of the matter; the plank was for stalls for 3 or 4 horses the manner I do not recollect; several boats passed 
brought down to Mahon, in the fall of 1837, for Com. | during the day from the Constitution to the Shark; I 
Elliott’s use; I have a list of, or I have the accounts | have no recollection of the number of officers trans- 
from which they were taken. ferred from the Constitution to the Shark that day; I 
The witness was here asked to produce the list,!do not know that the order of Passed Midshipman 
buf was objected to by Mr. Dallas, as being a paper , Ringgold was prepared and handed to him at the same 
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time with that to Chaplain Lambert; I am aware of 
no fact that would warrant me in saying that the pre- 
sentation of plate was other than the spontaneous act 
of the crew; I donot know the motive for their mak- 
ing the present; I know of my own knowledge and 
dubepen ent of the weekly returns that the articles al- 
luded to in the list were, generally, for Com. EHliott’s 

rivate use; some of the stores, however, might have 


een used for other purposes, but they were applied | 


for, for the purposes indieated in the lists and checked 
on the ship’s books against the commodore ; the stores 
were generally delivered by the yeoman to the com- 
modore’s ¢lerk; sometimes to the mechanics them- 
selves; the weekly returns which I have are the gen- 
eral returns, and involve all the expenditures of the 
ship so far as they came under me; I directed the 
yeoman to distinguish such articles as were intended 
for the commodore’s use from those for general ship’s 
urposes—generally, the use to which they were to 
& applied was marked ; Capt. Boerum began to act 
as commander of the ship in the fall of 1836 or winter 
of 1837; after assuming the command he dit not eease 
to act as commander while I remained in the ship; I 
cannot answer why Lieut. Bullus was superseded by 
me; I do not reeolleet that Com. Elliott ever witness- 
ed punishment after Capt. Boerum assumed the com- 
mand; Capt. B. on some occasions inflicted punish- 
ment in the absence of the commodore and upon his 
own authority; | have my copy of the black book 
(record of punishment) and can produce it here ; the 
copy contains all that was in the original with some 
remarks of my own, made for the purpose of ascer- 
taining the character of the men; it enabled me tose- 
lect the best men for boat’s crews and other purposes 
out of the ship; it was made at the time that 1 was 
first lieutenant of the ship. [The witness here said 
that he was ready to produce the book, but begged to 
say to the Court that it might implicate other persons. 
The Court was then cleared that its opinion might be 
ascertained. On the opening of the Court it was an- 
nounced that the Court, after deliberation, had come 
to the conclusion to excuse the witness ffom produc- 
ing the book. ‘The accused asked leave to enter a 
rotest on the minutes against the opinion of the 
Bourt, which was granted.) The letter of Chaplain 
Lambert was transmitted to me through his command- 
ing officer, but not in the usual way. Lieut. Pearson 
sent it to me, with a message that he was in a hurry 
and had not time to enclose it, and requested me to do 
so. But the message was not communicated to me, 
and I enclosed it to Capt. Boerum. I do not know in 
whose power or control the original book of which 
mine is the copy is. The book that I have may be 
considered partly original. It was kept by the mas- 
ter at arms, though most of the remarks were by me. 
[A paper was here offered to the Court by Mr. Dallas, 
marked and annexed to the record, but not read— 
whereupon the Court was cleared, for the purpose of 
affording it an opportunity of deliberating upon the 
contents of the paper. On opening the Court, its 
opinion was announced, declaring that the last answer 
of the witness was such, in reference to the black 
book in his possession, heretofore represented by the 
witness wat i understood by the Court to be a mere 
copy of the original, as to induce the Court to order it 
to be produced for the inspection of the accused, whieh 
was forthwith handed over by the phew 
Lieut. Bullus, sworn.—[The charges and specifica- 
tions against the accused, so far as it was intended to 
examine the witness upon them, were real.]—We 
were at sea off Lisbon when Capt. Boerum informed 
me that it was the eommodore’s wish that we should 
go on shore, at Lisbon, and purchase the plate—the 
crew having previously written a letter requesting 
us todo so. The day after anchoring in the Tagus, 


Capt. Boerum and myself went on shore for that pur- 

We stopped at the consul’s house on our way, 
who went with us among the silversmiths’ shops to 
purchase the articles wanted—we went into a num- 











ber. At last Capt. Boeruin and Mr. Hutchison, after 
mueh consultation, selected a pair of urns, a pitcher 
and some other articles, not recollected—I knew that 
about $600 had been subscribed for the purchase of 
this plate—and also knew that the number of pieces 
that they had selected could not be paid for with 
double the money they had subscribed. I did nots 
and so stated to Capt. Boerum, feel authorized to ac- 
cede to the purchase. <A day or two after this, the 
commodore sent for me in the cabin—his sceretary 
was present; he told me that certain pieces of plate 
had been purchased, and as the sum subscribed would 
not pay for them, he requested that I would make the 
fact known to the crew, and thereby enable them to 
carry their intention into effect. This prnenyee 
embarrassed me a good deal, and I stated my reluc- 
tance to the commodore to engage in any such mat- 
ter; that, being the Ist lieutenant of the ship, it would 
not look well in me to do so; to which he acceded. 
The commodore’s secretary came to me the following 
day for information as to the right track to raise an- 
other subscription. I directed him to the petty offi- 
cers, and toa gunner on the quarfer deck. [saw him 

o among them for that purpose, and have reason to 
think that he went eventually to the master-at-arms. 
A few days after, the commodore asked me how the 
subscription was progressing. I told him I would in- 

uire, and sent for the master-at-arms, who told me 
that nothing had as yet been subscribed. 1 told him 
to bear a hand, get the names as soon as possible, and 
let me have the list. Ina day or two he brought it 
tome, and I took it to the captain, who ordered me 
to take it to the purser. Com. Eliiott directed me fo 
send an officer on shore with some of the petty offi- 
cers among the subscribers to the plate, to bring it on 
board the ship, arrange it on the berth deck for exhi- 
bition, and after the crew had seen it, have it put on 
the sideboard in the cabin—all of which was done. I 
know nothing further of this matter. 

By the Judge Advocate.—I saw two subscription pa- 
pers, (which were shown and identified.) The small 
paper I received from the master at arms. (The let- 
ter written by the men to Capt. Boerum and the wit- 
ness, was here read and proved. It in substance re- 
quests them to take charge of the money subscribed, 
and purchase with it a service of plate worthy the ac- 
ceptance of Com. Elliott, which the letter declares 
him to merit by his regard for their welfare.) I hand- 
ed both papers to the purser. The body of the letter, 
I think, is in the handwriting of one of the commo- 
dore’s former secretaries. 1 do not recollect whether 
the oe is eh was on the plate when it came on board 
or not. I saw an inscription on the plate, but when, 
or by whose order it was put on, I cannot say. The 
second subscription did not complete the price of the 
plate. I believe there were four pieces, a pitcher, two 
tureens, and a waiter. The same inscription was on 
all the pieces. I have seen the plate in the cabin on 
many oceasions, but cannot name them particularly. 
I have seen them at dinner parties, &e. 

Several of the crew were with the animals at the 
Lazaretto—four a part of the time, and sometimes five. 
The gig’s crew were occupied pretty much all day in 
cutting grass; also, the dingey was sed in going back 
and forth with the meals of the men employed in cuf- 
ting the grass. The men were thus employed from 
some time in March to the middle of June.” On the 
13th of June, 1838, orders were received from the 
commodore to embark the animals. which was done 
on that cp The stalls were erected originally amid- 
ships, and one or two between the guns forward. On 
the 15th of June, we went to sea—the same day in 
the afternoon, I heard a knocking on the gun deck; I 
proceeded there to know the cause. I found the com- 
modore there with the carpenter, superintending the 
removal of the stalls with the animals to between the 

uns. The commodore asked me, if T did not think 
it would be better on account of a freer circulation of 
air. Ltoldhim that I thought it would, that they were 
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in the way there of working the chains and the mes- 
senger. We took on board at Gibraltar a Spanish 


-mare, which made the number of animal 23. 


By the Judge Advocate.—Stalls extended from gun 
No. 3 to 9, inclusive, on the larboard side—and on the 
starboard side from No.1 to 5, There was also one 
or two stells abaft the foremast. (A plan of the stalls 
was here shown and identified by the witness as hav- 
ing been made by him, and was declared to be a cor- 
rect representation of the position of the stalls as oc- 
cupied by the animals.) The animals interfered with 
the messing and sleeping of such of the crew as were 
accustomed to mess and sleep there. The mates of 
the deck accustomed to sleep there were allowed to 
hang up wherever they got a chance. A portion of 
the marines’ berths on the larboard side were s¢reened 
off for some women who were passengers. I wish it 
to be understood, that there were other parts of the 
ship, perhaps not quite so convenient, where the dis- 

jlaced men could both eat and sleep—but they took 
requent occasion to make it the subject of complaint 
to me. They had permission to mess on the spar 
deck, but were frequently interrupted in their meals 
by shifting the sails. I do not know that the noise 
and smell of the animals interfered with the comfort 
of the crew or officers. I heard some few complain 
of the smell. Seven guns on each side were encum- 
bered by the presence of the animals. ‘The3e guns 
could not have been either trained, worked, or exer- 
cised. Nine men were employed on ,board the Con- 
stitution in taking care of the animals. The time of 
eight men was exclusively devoted fo them—and a 
uartermaster who occasionally gave them his atten- 
tion. ‘These men, with the exception of the quarter- 
master, were excused from watch and quarters. The 
materials for erecting these stalls came fiom the store 
room of the ship. 

We anchored in Hampton Roads the 31st of July, 
1838 ; the men on that day went to dinner earlierthan 
usual, as they had work to do on shore. Before turn- 
ing the hands to, I noti¢ed considerable excitement 
among the men. At length a number came out about 
the fiferail, and requested to know when the ship was 

oing to Norfolk; the officer of the deck sent for 

‘ommander Boerum, who came up and told the men 
that as soon as the animals were out of the ship we 
should get under way; that night ifthey could. The 
men appeared satisfied and went forward—the boats 
were hoisted out and the animals put on board of 
them, and landed on the beach at Hampton. One or 
two of the boats made the second ig Three of the 
midshipmen, boatswain and gunner, had charge of the 
boats and animals. Late in the afternoon, I saw 
through the glass the boats on their return to the ship 
—that the men were lying on their oars fighting. I 
went below and ordered the ie corporals and ser- 
geant-at-arms to be particulat when the men went off, 
to be careful that no liquor got on board. From the 
negligence of some one this order was not obeyed. 
The men came on board drunk and noisy. I got the 
master at arms there as soon as possible, and we to- 
gether got four or five of the men into the brig. I 
waited there for a short time, while the master at arms 
went for the iroris to iron them, their conduct having 
been ontrageotis and abusive. Before the master at 
arms returned with the irons, I was fearful the cap- 
tain would be offended at what I had done, before I 
had made my report. I left the men in charge of the 
sentry and met the captain, and made report of what 
Ihad done. He did not seem to like it. The other 
boats of the ship, one after the other came along side, 
so that in a few moments the ship was filled with 
drunken men. The master at arms came to me and 
said, that he had not been allowed to do his duty, and 
that the men placed under the charge of the sentry 
had escaped. I looked upon the ship as almost in a 
state of mutiny. The officers came to me repeatedly 
with complaints of the men. Thinking the captain 
was in the cabin, I went in there. The commodore 


said, “ Whatis the matter, sir?” I replied, “ The crew 
is in a state of insubordination to the last degree.” 
He said, “‘ Why don’t you make'report to the captain ?” 


I replied, ‘‘ I had done so, and was in search of him to 
report again.” 


WepnespaY, May 27.—The Court met pursuant to 
adjournment. Present all its members, the Judge 
Advocate and Commodore Elliott. The proceedings 
of yesterday were read. 

The examination of Lieut. Bullus, continued. 

[I should like to correct my evidence of yesterday, 
I then stated that the captain and Mr. Hutchinson had 
selected two tureens, a pitcher and waiter. I was 
mistaken, the tureens alone were selected—and I am 
also of the opinion, that the conversation I have stated 
to have taken place between myself and Com. Elliott 
with regard to the second subscription was after the 
plate had been brought on board.]} 

The commodore said, the men are int6xicated, and 
that I must keep them as quiet as possible. The noise 
and confusion in the ship could be heard in the cabin 
at the time I was there, very distinctly. I left the 
cabin, and in doing so met the captain coming in; the 
noise continued in the ship from this time to between 
9 and 10 o’clock, when it began to subside. I held 
frequent conversations with both the captain and com- 
modore during the continuance of the disorder, as t6 
the best mode of enforting obedience, I once ins 
quired of the officer 6f the deck, where the captain 
was; he stated that the men were beating the master 
at arms below; I went on the berth deck and found 
that the captain had taken up two of the ringleaders to 
the starboard gangway, where I found him with the 
sergeant of marines, superintending the putting of thé 
men in irons. I went forward and brought another 
man, who was also confined. The comimodoré was 
then on deck and ordered another of them down from 
the fore-rigging; the man hesitated, but obeyed the 


'order, and_ke was also put in irons. Shortly after, a 


negro by the name of Ennis and another were broaght 
aft for fighting; Ennis was put inirons; the men were 
clustering about the Bangways. One of the men Gone 
cerned in beating the master at arms addréssed the 
crew, and said, ‘« You are not the men I take you to be 
if you let me stay here.”” This man and others made 
use of bad and mutinous language, particularly as ad- 
dressed to myself—shaking his fist at me, he said, “I 
was a d—d ras-al, and that he had seen no good times 
since I had been lieutenant.” One of them ‘said, 
“This is what we get for giving plate ;” and another 
called me “a ad s—nofa .’ One of them 
said, while we were ironing Ennis, “ Lieut. Bullus, 
we will hang that black scoundrel, with of without 
your consent before mornitig.” When the cfew were 
called to stand by hammocks, before they were piped 
down, I heard a rish of a body of meti on deck—I ins 
quired what was the matter, and was informed that 
the prisoners had been taken off. The commodore 
with the captain stood in the gangway ordering the 
crew to bring the men aft; they shouted, makin 
many discordant noises, and dppeared to treat their 
orders with contempt. While conversing with the 
commodore about 9 o’clock, on the quarter deck, the 
negro Ennis was chased aft, and fled for protection to 
the quarter deck. Lieut. Hunter, the officer of the 
deck and myself rescued him, and put him in chargé 
of a-sentry, near the wheel. Going forward, I was 
met by one or two of the men who told me I had bet- 
ter not go forward, that the men might injure me. 

I afterwards reported the same to the commodore, 
and he directed me to keep aft; he said if tie were to 
spill any blood they would publish him in the papers 
from Maine to Georgia; about 10 o’clock I sent for 
the gunner, and directed him to load pistols for each 
of the officers; to distribute them in the ward room 
and steerage ; I requested Mr. Muse and Mr. Dulan 
to remain on the dest all night; Mr. M. and myse 








spent the night on deck; when the hands were order 
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ed to turn to and holy stone the deck in the morning, 
the officer of the deck sent me word that the hands 
had thrown the sand and holy stone overboard ; I told 
him te report it to the captain; the pilot came to me 
and stated that they had threatened to hang him if be 
did not get the ship underway; while getting the 
hammocks in, a boy, by the name of Byrne, said “it 
is too late to obey your orders now,” when Vander- 
board, one of the men who had been confined the night 
previous, evidenced an attack upon me ; I threatened 
to cut him down if he did not go forward; we got un- 
derway about 2 o’clock for Norfolk; the men refused 
to obey my orders relative to the furling of the sails ; 
I sent forward to McPlair to turn the men out of the 
cat head, &c.; he came aft and said they would not 
obey the order; after we had furled sail at Norfolk the 
crew gave three cheers; orders were then given for 
all hands to muster; when the men were up Captain 





Boerum addressed them to this effect—‘*‘ Commodore | 


says he would see you himself, but that some members 
of, his family are on board—he is pleased with your 
general conduct; that your contracts are at an end, 
and you whose times are out can go on shore.” 

By the Judge Advocate.—I remained on board the 
Constitution a few days; until the following Sunday 
I think; I do not recollect Com. Elliott calling upon 
me for any opinion during the disturbance in Hamp- 
ton Roads; he was on deck, and saw many of the 
things I have described himself; he was anxious to 
do something, but in doubts as to what was best to do ; 
I. made the suggestion to him of beating to quarters, 
that I had no doubt many of the men would go. 


When I first took charge of the first lieutenancy of | 


the Constitution, Capt. Boerum directed me to have it 
specified particularly in the weekly returns the uses 
for which every article was applied, whether public 
or private, and by whose order; I know that there 








was plank, boards, nails, canvass, junk, &c. used, for | 


e private use of Com. Elliott; 1 have the returns | 


with me; they are from the four departments, boat- 
swain’s, gunner’s, sailmaker’s, and carpefiter’s—[the 
weekly returns were produced]—I became first lieu- 
tenant the latter end of November, 1836; the commo- 
dore gave me leave of absence at Constantinople on 
account of ill health, in July, 1837; I rejoined the 
ship at Mahon in October, and returned in her to the 
United States. 

[A list of the crew and the time of the service of 
the men (a copy) was here shown and attempted to 
be proved, but objection being- made by Mr. Dallas, 
on the ground that it was not the original, the Judge 
Advocate withdrew it.] 

By the accused.—I do not know when the note, writ- 
ten by the men and directed to Capt. Boeram and my- 
self, was received by Capt. B.; he did not show it to 
me until we reached Lisbon; I know that Mr. Hol- 
land became purser of the Shark before the Constitu- 
tion left Mahon; he was the purser of the Shark and 
not the secretary of the commodere before we left 
Mahon; Capt Boerum acted as master of the ship 





from December, 1836, to July, 1837; I made my re- | 


ports to Capt. Boerum; sometimes I thought he was 
the commander and sometimes I thought the commo- 
dore was; I received orders from both. 

I have made reports frequently to the commodore 
of the. state of the ship, whether officially or not I 
cannot say ; the four or five men whom I have men- 
tioned as taking care of the animals at the Lazaretto, 
did no other cuty; they resided there, and had their 
meals sent to them; the crew was sufficiently 
large on the passage home to do all the duties of the 
ship without calling upon the nine men who took 
care of the animals ; I had orders not to call upon the 
nine men; the stalls were erected in the most convenient 
place; I suggested none other; I understood that in 
case of any difficulty, the stalls and animals were to 
be thrown overboard; every care was taken to keep 
the stalls clean. The men prefer sleeping on the gun 
deck; I do not know that they prefer one part of the 





deck over another; the crew, all told, was short about 
forty-five; I do not think there were any spare berth- 
ing places. The sailmaker, when he re-entered, did 
so upon the express condition that his wife should re- 
turn home with him; she had an infant; a gunner’s 
wife was on board; she had three children; at whose 
instance they came on. board I do not know; the 
boatswain’s mate had his wife on board; I think I 
joined in the petition for permission for her to come 
on board ; the space sereened off for their accomoda- 
tion, was about ten or fifteen feet; it was about half 
flood when we came into the Roads, and I am under 
the impression that the ship could not have proceeded 
immediately up for want of water; we. should have 
had to wait some two hours; we had a pilot on board, 
but I heard him say nothing on the subject ; Commo. 
Elliott ordered Capt. Boerum to-send for a pilot boat, 
that the men whose terms had expired might be set 
on shore; I do not recollect what Capt. Boerum said 
of my putting the men in irons; he expressed dis- 
pleasure; I do not remember to have refused to iron 
other men, when applied to for that purpose by Lt. 
McBlais and other officers, in consequence of the ex- 
pressed displeasure of Capt. Boerum; I had no au- 
thority on the subject. [The man, Bartlett, who 
abused the witness at Hampton Roads, was here 
shown by the black-book, to have been repeatedly 
and severely punished.}] The man ordered by the 
commodore out of the rigging, appeared the least in- 
toxicated ; the men who attacked the master-at-arms 
were all more or less intoxicated; F do not know who 
had charge of the boats on board of which I saw the 
men fighting ; Ido not remember Commodore Elliott’s 
telling me that my fears were imaginary, when I ex- 
pressed fears for my personal safety. 

He told me to keep aft, and subsequently that he 
was armed, an< that I had better go to bed; but I did 
not doso; about 11 or I2, when below in my state- 
room with passed Midshipman Dulany, he cautioned 
me as to how I exposed myself, and as he had no 
watch I requested him to remain up; I did not order 
the men to cheer on our way up to Norfolk; we met 
a steamboat, the passengers in which cheered the ship, 
and before I had time to communicate with the cap- 
tain the men jumped irregularly into the rigging and 
cheered in return; at the time of getting the ship un- 
derway at Hampton for Norfolk the men were unusu- 
ally active, but I do not know that it was caused by 
the commodore’s ordering out the band and causing 
it to play “« Yankee Doodle ;’’ I was with Commodore 
Bainbridge when he brought home animals; we took 
on board one in the Mediterranean, I do not recol- 
lect where ; we had but one—a jackass, which run at 
large about the ship; it was in 1819-20; I made the 
list of the stores applied to the use of Com. Elliott 
for the first time last summer; I did not exhibit it to 
Com. Elliott before I showed it to the Court of In- 
quiry; I did not originate that charge against the 
commodore ; before I left the Constitution I had rough 
lists, but not such as would be presentable ; last sum- 
mer when I came here I prepared them with my week- 
ly returns and made out new lists altogether; I never 
showed the rough lists to Com. Elliott nor apprised 
him that I had them; I did not as first lieutenant 
keep a book of paniebronta on the men; I did not 
keep the rough lists of the stores applied to the use 
of Com. Elliett under the belief that he did not mean 
to pay for thein ; I was informed by the commodore 
during the cruise that he intended to return the stores 
thus taken in money or kind ; I thought it my duty to 
keep the lists; I did on one occasion, in the absence 
of the commodore, punish some 30 or 40 men for acts 
of insubordination while I was commanding officer ; 
I reported the same to the commodore in the course 
of the day; he by no means censured me for so doing ; 
I have frequently punished the men in the absence of 
the commodore with the ‘“‘colt;” Captain Boerum 
and myself acted as agents relative to the purchase 
of the plate—as I was informed by the captain with 
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the commodore’s order. [{ The letter of Captain Bo- 
erum to Com. Elliott, presenting the service of plate 
was read and proved.]_ The plate was on board the 
ship when Capt. Boerum addressed the commodore 
on behalf of the crew presenting it; the captain spoke 
to me about going to Lisbon to purchase the plate 
the day before we arrived there, while at sea; we an- 
chored the 4th of January and the next day went on 
shore for the purpose of making the purchase ; Capt. 
Boerum showed me a list of articles of plate which ie 
stated it was the wish of the commodore should be 
bought; I told him that the commodore had great- 
ly over-estimated the amount, that the articles selected 
would cost over $2000; the second subscription cir- 
culated but two or three days; Ido not remember 
whether Mr. Hutchinson, the American Consul at 
Lisbon, came on board the Constitution to visit the 
commodore the day after the purchase of the plate, 
nor do I know that it was at his instance and sugges- 
tion that the commodore was induced to accept the 
ploore of plate purchased; we had no instructions 
rom the crew of the kind or number of pieces of 
plate which they wished purchased; the commodore 
gave us no instructions as to what pieces he would 
gp having ; the two.urns were of the same pattern ; 
think the inscription was not on all the pieces when 
it was exhibited to the crew on the berth deck; two 
of the pieces were afterwards sent on shore for in- 
scriptions. 

By the Court.—After the men were discharged at 
Norfolk they were in the habit of threatening some 
of the officers’ lives, and did attack some of them; 
the commodore came on board one night, I met him 
at the gangway ; he said that the men were threaten- 
ing me particularly, and advised me not to go on 
shore, and said that he would do any thing to put an 
end to this state of things; the next day Capt. Boe- 
rum sent for me and said that the commodore thought 
I had better go home before thes men were paid off; 
after taking the advice of the captain and the mess I 


- did leave that day with the commodore’s consent. 


By the accused.—I remember perfectly well the con- 
ditions on which the men, whose terms had expired 
at Mahon, re-entered; the articles ran thus—they re- 
entered for the balance of the cruise and were to re- 
turn home in the Constitution with Com. Elliott; I 
do not-know what became of the paper; I left it in 
my own room when I left the ship, for the benefit of 
the purser; I do not know that Com. Elliott had some 
of the men arrested and confined who had threatened 
and attacked the officers at Norfolk. 





From the Southern Literary Messenger for April. 
OUR NAVY. 

The great interests which this arm of national de- 
fence was designed to guard and protect, demand 
that it should be placed on a better footing; for it has 
not kept pace, pari passu, with the improvements of 
the age. Its condition is by no means such, either 
as to personel or materiel, as the dignity of the Repub- 
lic, or the importance of her commerce, requires. 
Nearly half a century gone by, Congress passed an 
act for the building of five or six small frigates ; and 
without any settled policy or fixed principles as toa 
navy, the Government, upon the most. simple and 
economical plan, organized a mere handful of officers 
for those ships. To correspond with a navy upon so 
small a scale, the ladder to promotion in it had but 
few steps; lieutenant, commander, captain—and the 
officer stood on the topmost round, 

With a force too small to be respected, and too 

oung and too feeble to right a wrong, or to protect 
itself from insult, it would have been downright 
mockery to create at that time, with all their para- 
phernalia of rank ani office, our vice-admirals, our 
rear-admirals, and our admirals of the blue. There 
was no command for sucha grade. With our resour- 
ces undeveloped, it was doubtful, too, whether the 


country called for a nayy; therefore, it would have 
been a prodigal waste of revenue to appropriate large 
expenditures of money towards founding a naval aca- 
demy, with its splendid architectural department, its 
brilliant pyrotechny, and superb schools of practice. 

But times have changed since then. The main- 
tenance of a navy is no longer a matter of doubtful 
expediency. A constant naval force, sufficient to 
insure safety abroad to American citizens and com- 
merce in times of peace, and to answer other purpo- 
ses at home, has clearly become the true policy of 
the nation. The very interests which point to the 
necessity of a navy, and which brought it into exis- 
tence, require for it a vigorous and healthy system. 
But many of its laws are wrong—many of the prinei- 
es engrafted upon it have, by the changes of time, 

ecome defective. Experience points out many 
amendments and improvements which should be 
made ; and necessity calls loudly for re-organization, 

Not many years after Congress had passed the act 
under which were built the President, United States, 
Constitution, &c., the country found itself in a war- 
like attitude with the most powerful maritime nation 
of the world. The question of a navy was mooted. 
A navy was of doubtful expediency. And the gov- 
ernment, almost ashamed of the little scuadron._ of 
small ships which constituted its national marine, was 
ready to cast off the puny thing as a bantling unwor- 
thy of its fostering care. Hostilities commenced: and 
at the very onslaught, the American navy, with its 
tough little Constitution, met the enemy, and dealing 
around thrusts and blows in gallant style and so man- 
fully, actually fought itself into favor, and, at the 
cannon’s mouth, convinced the American people of 
its own value and importance to their country. 

In 1812 the Constitution met the Guerriere, and a 
handful of American seamen had the honor of demon- 
strating a problem on the sea, which nations had been 
taught to consider difficult, if not impossible of solu- 
tion. In one half hour, the charm which for ages had 
hung around the “ wooden walls of Old England,” 
and which held whole navies spell-bound, was gone 
forever. An English man of war was a prize, and 
her crew prisoners to an American ship of her own 
class. 

Dacres, recollecting the affair of the ill-starred 
Chesapeake, held his enemy in contempt—and when 
he saw the Constitution standing for him, from his 


,soul he pitied the rashness of her commander. Dis- 


daining to maneuvre before such an enemy, the 


| haughty Englishman opened his fire at long shot, and 


D 


| boldiy stood for the American; but his enemy was 


the very elite of chivalry. Even at such a moment, 
the American tars could but admire the noble darin 
of the Briten. They felt proud to see their foe bear 
him in such gallant style. And in their sailor-so 
of victory, they called him “ the gallant Dacres bold, 
Captain Hull had determined on his position, and 
stood on in silence. 

The shot first fell short, then began to reach, and 
finally to tell. The impatient crew turned from the 
vaunting Englishman to their own commander, to 
catch, if they might, by a glance of the eye, or the 
motion of a lip, the half-spoken order. But all that 
could be read in the regular lines of that countenance 
was the coolness of bravery, and the stern resolve 
“to door die.”” The Guerriere, enveloped in a cloud 
of smoke from her briskly worked battery, continued 
to near. Her shot flew thicker and thicker; and lou- 
der and louder grew their whistle through the air, 
The two ships are along side; the American has gain- 
ed his position—and with the word, ‘* Now’s the time 
boys for good shots and gallant blows,” the Constita- 
tion opened her well-direeted and galling fire, Hull 
strode his tafferel. He saw the omy oe mast go by 
the board, and gave the order to “ fire low.” ith a 
play upon words and one loud cheer, the crew 
up the order, and the word “Hull ber—hull her!” 





policy of the Government or the true interests of the 


passed fore and aft, and was echoed and answered 
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from’ gun to gun. 
dismasted wreck. 
The recollection of the enthusiasm and burst of 
atriotic feeling which followed throngh ail paris of 
the country the news of this bathe, is, I doubt not, 
at this day green upon your meinory. The gallant 
manner in which our sitips, whether at sca or on the 
Jakes, followed up the blow:struek by the Constitu- 
tion filled the heart of every A merean with admiration 
and pride. A navy, pow no longer a matter of doubt- 
ful expediency, won favor with the people, and be- 
came a favorite measure with the government. fn 
1816 a law was passed for the.“ graduat tnerease of the 
navy”—not for the improvement of the personel, but 
for the accumulation of materieé. Under this law 
ships have been built, and are now building; but 
not an officer has been educated or aévanecd—not a 
constructor or an architect instructed. We have 
seen the spirit of improvement stalking through the 
land, aid striding across the occan in its work of 
wonders, but it has breathed not, exeept by indiree- 
tion, upon the navy. Old laws haye been amended ; 
bad ones annulled, and good ones enacted; but ihe 
Jaws for the “better government of the navy” re- 
main untouched, just as they were enacted years ago, 
imperfect and incomplete. With a small eominerce, 
asmall navy was required; bat now, with a com- 
merce full-fledged, spreading her wings on every sea, 
and sailing before every breeze on the ocean, a larger 
navy with a new organization is loudly called for. 
ail routes, like net work, are spread over the coun- 
try—a sure index to an intelligent and thrifty people. 
Internal improvements, * those golden links. in the 











The Guerriere waaa riddied and 





chain which binds this Union together,” mark the 
growing steeple of the country, and tell of its pre- | 
sent greatness and future grandeur. But the navy of | 
such a people, proudly styted “the right arm of their | 
national defence,” can boast of no school of instruc- 
tion for its officers ; is without any system of educa- 
tion ; has. no plan nor arrangeinents, nor even the 
means of keeping pace with the improvements of the 
age ; an¢ is aflticted, too, with an organization quaint 
and outré, with a board of commissioners, and “ inany 
a blunder and foolish notion” of whieh we may not 
now speak. : 

I have already alluded to the want of grades in the 
scale of promotion. Half a century ago, when our 
navy consisted of scarcely more than a captain’s coin- 
mand; the grades, lieutenant, commander, captain, 
were all-sufficient for it. But now the case is ditier- 
ent, and other grades are required. We have a navy 
respectable in force—sending its squadrons to dilier- 
ent seas—boasting of the largest siti , and the finest 
specimens ef naval architecture in the world. True 

icy and self-respect require that that navy and 
Those uadrons should be cominanded by officers 
similar in rank and equal in grade to the officers of 
other navies. It has been more than the quarter of a 
century since Capt. Hull and Capt. Dacres met as 
foes and knights of the same order. They are now, 
or recently have been, in the Mediterranean, in the 
service of their respective countries. There they 
have met again as friends, but not as officers of equal 
rank. On all occasions Admiral Dacres takes prece- 
dence of Captain Hull. On gala days and at parades 
—at public fetes and in official ceremonies—in pre- 
sentations and court etiquette—and in the eyes of 
nations —~ honors, attentions, respect, civilities and 
privileges, are paid to the English, or to the French, 
or to the Russian admiral, which the American cap- 
tain may expect in vain. : 

Their want of rank often places American officers 
in embarrassing situations, and not unfrequently 
brings them in collision with foreign officers. In 
1817-18 Commodore Stewart was | ing with his 
squadron in the Bay of Naples, when the Emperor of 
Austria visited that port. The King of Napleg gave 
a grand féte in honor of the Emperor, to which the 





royal etiquette admitted no navy officer beneath the 


7 


dignity of admiral. The Emperor and the King had 
been received with distinguished honors, and hand- 
somely entertained on board the flag-ship of the Ame- 
rican squadron. But the oflicer who commanded it 
was only a captain, too common by title, too humble 
in rank, to be admitted as the guest and companion 
of kings. ‘Phe beautiful order of the ship,.and the 
handsome reeeption given to their majesties, won 
upon them ; and as a special mark of the royal favor, 
the American captain was invited to be present at the 
fete; but it was decided that the lowest place should 
be reserved for him. ; 

Some years later Commodore Bainbridge put into 
Toulon with the American squadron. ‘There the 
French commandant refused to receive him as an 
officer equal in rank to himself, or to salute him ex- 
cept as a post-captain in any other navy would be 
saluted. Within the last year the English admiral at 
Lisbon refused to receive our favorite Hull but with 
the honors due to an English captain. 

American officers abroad are continually placed, 
under embarrassments, growing out of the want of 
grades in their service corresponding to the grades in 
other navies. The Government, in its intercourse 
with other nations, has been made to feel the incon- 
venienees of this, and has felt itself called on to inter- 
pose in behalf of its own dignity, by forbidding the 
oficers to fire a salute, unless gun for gun be return- 
ed. Hence, in a foreign port, a salute from an Amer- 
ican is always a matter of previous and special nego- 
tiation. Nor is this want of grade free from difficul- 
ties among the officers themselves. Sometimes one 
captain disputes the Tae of another, and he again 
reluses to salute a third. The example of the senior 
officers contending among themselves, is pregnant 
with the most baneful eflects. It poisons the very 
fountain of discipline, and never fails to bring forth 
insubordination—letting loose among the crew those 
refractory and evil #pirits which discipline alone can 
chain down. The fact that an officer of intelligence 
could ever have advanced the doctrine “that laws 
were not made for post-captains,” gives some idea of 
the imperfections of the present system of grades and 
detail of duty. : 

Who commands that man-o’-war steamer ?—a post- 
captain. ¥on frigate ?—a post-captain. That sev- 
enty-four ?—a post-captain. Who is the commander 
of that navy yard?—a post-captain. Of that squad- 
ron?—a post-captain. Of that fleet ?—still a post- 
eaptain—who to-morrow may be the commander of 
that single steamer, frigate, seventy-four, or yard. 
These various commands are so distinct and different 
in their character and importance, that they of them- 
selves point to a diferent arrangement, and suggest 
the waut of more and higher grades. 

In the absence of such grades an important—ay, I 
might aknost say, a vital principle in the life militaire 
is wanting. + mean the incentive of promotion. 
Three steps—tieutenant, commander, captain—and 
the American navy officer stands on the highest round 
—rather the platform at the top of his profession, and 
in the midst of a crowd of equals in authority. Rank, 
among military men, is like the precious sfones—the 
less common, the more valuable the grade and the 
jewel. But captain—the tithe is as current as coin. 
Something ahead—some high office to which ever 
officer may look, but which few may reach, and they 
only after a long train of useful and important ser- 
vices, is the very souk of a well-regulated military sys- 
tem, as well for the navy as the army. Does not the 
case of our gallant Hull and other veteran heroes of the 
last war, go to confirm the accusation of ingratitude 
in republics, as well as to show that evil influences 
have prevailed towards the navy? He was the first 
to carry a ship into action, and tilt at arms on an 
untried field. The odds against him were fearful— 
no less than a veteran enemy and the full tide of pub- 
lic opinion. But his victory was a double one and 
complete. He made his enemy his prize, and dispel- 
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led forever from the ocean the charm of British invin-| pruity obvious in all parts of the system, which sows 
cibility. Capt. Stewart, too, the last in action with; broad cast with one grade of officers all the offices 
a frigate, (and the last but one to come out of an en-|and commands from a frigate up? To the single 
gagement on the dcean,) also achieved a double vic-| grade of post-captain in the American navy, belong 
tory in the capture ef two ships at onee. This officer the offices which in other navies, and according to 
too, rendered another service in those trying times,| their importance, are filled by post-captains, commo- 
which we cannot appreeiate too highly. It is chiefly | dores, admirals of the white, of the red, and the blue. 
owing to the manly stand, and the remonstrance, Experience has taught other nations thesexpediency 
made with the Executive, by Capt. Stewart, at the! of classifying the commands and offices thus jumbled 














commencement of the war, that those gallant ships, 
which shed such lustre upon the American flag, were 
not dismantled and laid up in fear of the enemy. 
These twe, Hull and Stewart, are the only officers 
now in the service who came out of the war as they 
entered it—the same in rank; and they are the only 
officers in the navy, whether old or young, who 
took part in that war and have not been preferred 
since that war commenced. They have even seen 
those who, as midshipmen, served under them, 
raised to the rank of captains, and invested with 


ower and authority, and clothed with dignity and, 


onors equal to their own. Both of these officers are 
in active service—one at sea, the other at a navy 


yard. They are actively engaged in the duties of a) 
military office which they have filled with untiring} 


zeal and ability:for thirty-four years. And if fora 
higher grade in the navy, no betterreason could be as- 
signed than a reward for distinguished worth and merit, 
I know not what appeal to a generous people can-be 
more eloquent than that which may be read in the 
gallant deeds, in the silence, the modest bearing, and 
true merits of these two veterans. : 

But let us admit that a higher grade as the incen- 
tive and reward of merit, is not required in the re- 
organization of the navy, we shail see that it is 


together in our service; and of assigning to each 
classification its appropriate grade of officers. Such 
classification is obviously called for. The command 
of a second class frigate, with her crew of 360 men, 
is of much less importance than a line-of-battle ship, 
with her crew of 1,000 or 1,500 men; and she again, 
than a squadron of ships of all classes. And should 
not the officer who commands squadrons, and directs 
the movements of a flect, despatching with a signal a 
seventy-four here, and sending off a frigate there, be 
higher in grade than he who is sent off with that fri- 
gate? The natural difference in the situations of two 
such officers, their duties and responsibilities, require 
the artificial distinction of grade to separate and desig- 
nate them. Will sailors yield obedience to a mess- 
mate, or soldiers toa comrade? Neither will captains 
iat all times lend that prompt obedience, or he 
co-operation to the plans of a captain, which the dis- 
cipline of the service or the good of the country 
requires, and which the dignity of a separate and a 
higher grade would not fail to command. 

But there is other evidence, besides the want of 
grades, to show that the present condition of the navy 
/1s.not such as the true policy of this nation requires 
‘itshould be. I waive, for the present, a considera- 
‘tion of the prospective advantages which would result 





required on the score of public interest. In time of| by placing the navy on a betterfooting. I waive, too, 
war, for the want of a higher grade, an exchange of , the necessity of such’a measure, as enjoined upon us by 
prisoners among the officers of rank would be found) the precept of the sage and the patriot, “tin peace pre- 


difficult, if not impracticable. A captain of the ene- 


‘pare for war.” Ships, too, may be built in a month, 


my would sometimes be offered as an equalexchange but officers cannot be educated in a day, nor trained 
for an American captain. Again: the latter would,in a year. Commending this fact to your considera- 


be considered to rank with an admiral of the white. 


tion, I pass by the wisdom and policy of keeping in 


At another time, he must be accepted in exchange Service a number of officers sufficient to man, on any 
only for an admiral of the red. And again: no ex- emergency, all of our ships that are already built and 
change of prisoners can take place until the enemy, building. I shall not occupy these grounds, nor stop 


formally acknowledge that a captain in the Ameri- 


fe) 


can navy is equal in rank to their admiral of the blue. 


ito review the advantages, or to discuss the many im- 
portant results to be derived from placing the naval 


The experience of every maritime nation that has, establishment upon a more liberal footing. I pass on 
ever boasted of a navy, is in favor of higher grades, from these to show that the immediate and pressin 
of officers than post-captains. Practice, too, ap- | demands of American commerce, the interest of Ame- 
proves it. The details of duty are such as to call for|rican citizens, and the dignity and honor of the 
officers of distinct grades and separate authority.| American nation all require, and are urgent in their 
There would be as much reason for confining the demands, that a larger force than is now maintained 


duties of all the higher offices in the army to the should be kept in commission. 


single grade of captain, as there is in clogging the] _ The items of foreign intelligence, to be read from 
navy arith but in, grade for all its important offices time to time in the columns of our daily prints, afford 
and trusts. Common courtesy alone has extended striking evidence of the insufliciency of the force 
the title of commodore to the American officer in the afloat, to protect from vexations the widely spread 
command of a squadron. But even with that, what-, commerce of our merchants, or even to secure the 
soever be the power with which his government may American flag from prostitution. Within the last 
invest him, his capacity in many respects to serve bear we have seen British cruisers interposing in 
his country is cramped, and the field of his useful- | yehalf of our flag, and tacitly rebuking the inertness 
ness circumscribed, unless he bear a title indicative of the American Government, by ne American 
of high powers, and one which men are accustomed ‘slave-ships as prizes into our ports. hrough them, 
to associate with such. An officer of rank, to corres-| too, we learn of a half a score or more vessvls, with 
pond with that of admiral in other services, is as, false phe and mock captains, engaged, under Ame- 
essential to a complete organization of the navy—the rican colors, In the slave trade. Such have been the 
efficient management and discipline of a fleet—as_ acts of vice and crime perpetrated under this unguard- 
that of major general is to a grand division of an ed flag on the coast of Africa, that we have heard the 
army. Could Captain Jackson Teak trained the re- question of search gravely brought forward in the 
fractory, turbulent spirits which composed in the last British parliament. The American Government en- 
war the southern division of our army, to discipline tered upon the discussion of the African slave trade 
and obedience? or could he have surmounted the at an early day. It took an, honorable lead, and was 
difficulties which Major General Andrew Jackson the first to declare the traffic illegal, and its pays + 
successfully encountered ? tors pirates. These measures were wewes y phi- 

Of all theorems a self-evident proposition is the lanthropists in the light of a pledge to — +. the 
most difficult of proof. In the demonstrations of world that the flag of the poms Pogo shou — 
such, mathematicians frequently resort to the reductio be worn by a slaver, or be ont y one as spot fi 
ad absurdum. And in the present case, is not incon- and protection for his unhallowed purposes. 
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pledge has not been redeeméd; nor have the neces- | hand—between the south and the west are New Hol- 
gary steps been taken to redeem it, by maintaining a | land and Polynesia; and within good marketable dis- 
naval force on the coast of Atrica. | tances are ail the groups and clusters of islands that 

Without going back into the liistory of years, what! stud the ocean from Cape Horn to the Cape of Good 
better proof need we, in evidence-of the necessity of Hope, from Asia to America. Picture to yourself 
snch a force, and the inadequacy of the navy to sup- | civilization striding the Rocky Mountains, and smiling 
ply it, than that which we coilcet from the cecur-)down upon the vast and fruitful regions beyond, and 
rences of the last year? Charges against an Ameri-| caleulate, if you can, the important and future great- 
can consul6f official connivance and actual partici-| ness of that point to a commercial and enterprising 
pation in the African slave trade—the presence of} people. Yet the first line in the hydrography of 
American vessels on the coast of Africa, with the | such a point remains to be run. It has been more 
gratings, the false deck, and all the fixtures of the | than twenty vears since an American man-of-war so 





irate slaver—other startling developments and grave 
imputations, too well known to be repeated here— 
the representations of a foreign government and ils 


formal request that, for the sake ot her own honor and | 


the cause of humanity, the Government of the United 


much as looked into the mouth of Columbia river. 
Upon what more important service could a small 
| force be despatched, than to survey and bring home 
correct charts of that river and its vicinity? 

The valuable fur trade on the northwest coast, the 





States would send armed cruisers fo tie coast of | commercial and other important interests there, have 
Africa. Yet, under such urgent cals, the only dispo- | been left to themselves, and languish for oe want of 
sable force that the navy can afford for this service, | some evidence that the strong arm of the Govern- 
i judicing initevests elsewhere, is one small| ment is ready and prompt to sustain them. In 1818 
War ate cohoome: the United States Sloop’ O tario, Capt. Biddl 8 
brig and a schooner. e United States sloop Ontario, Capt. Biddle, wa 
ut letus turn from the coast of Africa to the coast | sent to the mouth of Columbia river. She eee 
of China. There, too, we find very important and | without having anchored. This is the only visit ofa 
valuable interests to this country in a critical condi*| public vessel to that coast. The river has been sur- 
tion, and without the least prospect of speedy relief) veyed under the direction of the northwestern oe 
from an armed force. The trade of that empire with| company of England. Their charts are secret, an 
England is suspended—the blockade of Canton and | used only by their own vessels. ‘Though the entrance 
consequent interruption of all trade with China threa- to the river is at all times dangerous, and with an 
tened—England concentrating a strong force in those | east wind is impracticable, I have been informed by 
seas; and at this juncture the only two American } traders that there is to the north: of it a large and 
vessels of xo stationed bs the vet not hag any | pe ne bay, easy mc anc —_— = 
to relieve them, are on their way home to meet the | and offering a safe anchorage to vessels. vis bay 
engagements with their crews. Recent intelligence | is many miles across, and separated from the river on 
iv rength to the opinion that England will com-! the south by a very narrow strip of land, across which 
gives strengt P 8 y y p 





mand restoration to her trade’ and if necessary, will 
dictate her own terms at the cannon’s fnouth, and to 
the prejudice af American commerce. The neces- 
sity is urgent, that that blockade should be closely 
watched, and that the United States should be repre- 
sented in that treaty with astronz force. But such 


is the condition of the navy, that there is not at pre- | 


sent a single vessel in commission which may be 
spared from other service, or despatched on that. It 
requires no great intimacy with the course of trade, 

the exigencies of commerce, to enable one to 


eee how very important to American interests | 
s 


the existence and constant presence of a respecta- 
ble East India squadron. The appearance, at the 


present juncture, of such a squadron in the China| 


seas, would be peculiarly well-timed and judicious. 
But we have seen that the number of ships in éoin- 
mission is too small to supply such a force, without 
serious detriment to the gatihe interest elsewhere. 
In the absence of any public cruiser to suppress 
erime, and to sustain the national reputation, we have 
heard of scenes enacted under the stars and stripes, 
on the coast of Africa, which, like an overcast cloud, 
will surely dim the lustre of those stars. That they 
have ever shed one protecting ray on the dark deeds 
of the African slaver, is attributable to the neglect of 
maintaining « force in commission for the suppression 
of that trade. But though an accidental state of 
things places, at this time, in strong relief, the neces- 
sity of a naval force on the coast of Africa, and in 
the seas of China, this very state of things is an apt 
illustration of the value and importance to the public 
weal of si:ch forces at all times. The actual condi- 
tion of our commerce in other quarters besides those 
already mentioned, calls less urgently for help on the 
strong arm of government. 
If you have a map of the world at hand, turn to it, 
and placing your finger at the mouth of the Columbia 
river, consider its googie! position and the com- 
mercial advantages whieh, ‘at some day not far dis- 
tant, that point will possess. To the south, in one 
unbroken line, lie seven thousand miles of coast 
indented with the rich markets of peeniat America— 


ithe trappers and Indians are accustomed to drag 
itheir boats from the fiver. Such is our ignorance 
of the topography of those regions, that were the 
| Government called on to treat definitely for its north- 
| western boundary, it would enter the negotiation as 
‘one blindfolded. 

The whale fishery, too, that nursery of American 
seamen, and prodigy of Yankee enterprise, unguard- 
ed and defenceless, pursues its prey from the coast of 
Anierica to Japan on the west, and hunts it north 
and south far into either hemisphere. A eruise 
round the world for oil is not a foriigh voyage ; at 
least so has said a learned judge. It may be because 
the ocean is the whaler’s home. But so it is, that 
Nantucket-men, for the privilege of fishing among 
our antipodes, without being on a foreign voyage, 
pay a large revenue into the treasury. ‘Towns and 
districts are supported by them. They annually fish 
up from the deep wealth enough to pay for every 
man-of-war in commission. Their trade calls for a 
hundred thousand tons of shipping, and gives employ- 
ment to more seamen than the navy of the United 
States. Yet the navy affords no vessel for the spe- 
cial service of cruising over their “grounds” with 
these fishermen—not a gun to proclaim that they are 
American citizens, whose country is watchful of its 
interests, and ever ready, with its strong arm, to 
protect them in their lawiul pursuits, and to redress 
their wrongs in every sea. The protection they do 
receive is incidental, afforded by men-of-war on 
their occasional voyages of circumnavigation. Twen- 
ty thousand fishermen scattered over the ocean, 
and beyénd the reach of the Jaw—why, if I could 
not, as I can, speak from personal observation, it 
would require no brilliant fancy to depict some of 
the scenes that are enacted among them—outrage— 
mutiny on board—pillage—ships disabled—wreeks— 
the whaling captain, with a full cargo, forcing the 
crew to desertion, or landing them on uninhabited 
islands, that he may reap the benefit of their lay, or 
share of the cargo—the crew, in their turn, deserting 
at sea a captain who is not in luck—and, disabling 
his ship, steal away his boat at night to revel in the 


| 





to the west, Asiatic Russitt-and China are close at 


sunny climes of south sea islands. The life of an 
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American whaler “tells as true a tale of dangers 
past” 

“¢ As ever the dark annals of the deep 

Disclosed fer man to dread, or woman weep.” 


Siatistics, obtained during a three years’ cruise 


she is to leave the thirty French men-of-war in charge 
: - sloop of sixteen guns. She is expected at home 
daily. 


I will not detain you at present to review the naval 





among wWiialers, give the startling result, that froin | 
casualties peculiar to the whaling business alone, the | 
loss of life during a voyage is~ten per cent. of men. 


forces in the West Indies and the Mediterranean, 
nor stop you while I inquire if those forces meet all 
ihe exigencies of American interésts in those seas, 
I wish to call your attention to one more fact; for, 


and officers. If I were called on to point out a use-/ upon it alone I am willing to rest the whole force of 
ful service for a public cruiser, I could not designate my reasoning for maintaining more ships in commis- 


one which would be more grateful to the feelings of 
officers, or useful to the public interests, than that of 
carrying relief to distressed seamen among the islands 
of the Pacific, and of cruising over the ‘ whaling 
grounds” to protect the fishermen in their rights. 
The Pacific squadron, consisting at this time of one 
frigate, a sloop-of-war, and a schooner, (the two 
other sloops, there being none in commission to re- 
lieve them, are on their way home,) is altogether 


unequal to the efficient protection of our commerce | 


in those seas; nor is it even equal to the exigencies 
of American interests along the coast. The industry 
and enterprise of a thrifty people have strewed the 
western coast of this continent with American inter- 
ests. These interests extend from the fifty-seventh 
degree of latitude ut the south, far into the regions of 
perpetual ice at the norih, covering « single line of 
coast actually greater than the diameter of this earth. 
To guard and protect these interests, involving life 
and property to a vast amount, there are now in com- 
mission, and actually present on that coast, only one 
frigate and two small vessels—a force wholly inad- 
equate to the demands upon it, and utterly inconsis- 
tent with the dignity and honor of the second com- 
mercial nation in the world. 

In alluding to the force in the Pacific, I purposely 
omit the Exploring Expedition. The Columbia and 
John Adams are in the Pacific perhaps at this time. 


But they constitute the East India squadron, and their , 


resence on the coast of South America is casual. 
hey merely touch there on their way home, and 


cannot therefore be considered as any part of the | 


regular force kept in the Pacific. 

Having eutsiol you over the line where the cir- 
cumnavigator finds two Sundays coming together, 
and gains or loses his day, let us, before we attempt 
the stormy passage of Cape Horn, or consider the 
force of the Brazil squadron, cast back, and, like that 
navigator, trace on the chart our track. We have 


traveled from the Cape of Good Hope to Cape Horn | 
—from the northwest coast to New Holland—fiom | 


America to China and Japan—from the eastern to 
the western hemisphere—and almost from the arctic 
to the antarctic circle. But mark, we have not 
once, in all this distance, been beyond.the limits of 
American commerce. And mark this, too, that in 
all those regions we have found but five American 
men-of-war; two of them, like ourselves, homeward 
bound. 

But as I said, we must touch at the La Plata, and 
on the coast of Brazil, to look at the American squad- 
ron in those waters. Here we find a most valuable 
and active trade in flour, coffee, manufactures, hides, 
&c., interrupted and vexed by a blockade, paper and 
real —twenty-five or thirty French men-of-war ha- 
rassing our merchants. ‘They have wantonly seized, 
and anchored under their guns, two American vessels, 
in the presence of the American squadron, consisting 
of one frigate and one sloop-of-war. The American 
captain, mortified at his own weakness,{is writing-a 
letter of entreaty, craving as a boon-from the French- 
men, the release of these two vessels. The crew’s 
time, too, is beginning to expire, and the men on 
board that frigate are becoming loud in their demands 
to be discharged or sent home, according to the arti- 
cles of agreement at the head of the shipping lists. 
There is no commissioned vessel at home in a condi- 
tion to relieve that frigate. Unable to wait longer, 


sion. The commerce of the United States is valued 
at $4100,000,000, afiording employment for two mil- 
lions of tons of shipping, and for many thousand 
, American citizens. For the protection of these citi- 
|zens and this property, distributed in all parts of the 
, world, we have an effective naval force afloat at this 
time of six hundred guns—less than is intended shall 
bristle on Forts Calhoun and Monroe, for the protec- 
tion of Norfolk alone. I include, too, in this esti- 
mate the guns of the East India squadson, on .its 
return home, without a relief—of two sloops-of-war, 
returning from the Pacific under similar cireumstan- 
ces, and of one razee seventy-four, returning from the 
Brazil squadron, also without having been relieved. 
We hear of vessels fitting out to take the place of 
some of these ; of a frigate and two sloops-of-war, for 
instance, for the East Indies. All of which tends 
only to confirm the correctness of the assertion, that 
the number of ships kept regularly in commission is 
not sufficient to meet the wants of the country. 

I do not wish you to understand me as advocating 
at this time, the building of ships by the dozen, of 
any such extravagancies. We have ships enough 
built and building, launched and rotting at their moor- 
ings, to answer all the present demands of commerce 
on the navy. Mark that word present, for it is of 
present, not of prospective wants, that Iam speaking. 
I defer the latter for another time. 

Yours, truly, H. B—-, 
United States Navy. 





Nava Funerat.—The ceremonies attendant up- 
‘on committing to the earth the remains of the late 
Lieutenant Weems, of the me ( was in many re- 
spects, an imposing spectacle. The cortege was head- 
ed by a detachment of marines, under Lieutenant 
Brooke ; after these, was the hearse, the coffin therein 
as usual, enveloped in the arya surmounted by the 
sword, cap, and uniform of the deceased. At the side 
of the hearse walked six officers of like grade with 
him whom they attended to the grave. The hearse 
was preceded by a clergyman of the Episcopal 
pkg and immediately following were twelve sail- 
‘ors in.the dress of the service; behind these walked, 
in reversed order, those officers of the army, navy, 
marine, and ordnance, whv are in the city at this 
time. The usual ceremonies of the church and the 
service were performed at the grave. The accurac 
with which the marines performed their evolutions is 
an evidence of the skill and attention of their officers, 
and was the subject of general remark by all who ob- 
served the display.—U. S. Gazette. 





A very oLp su1p.—The St. Johns Herald of the 
27th May says—* The curious in naval architecture 
may have an opportunity of gratifying their curiosity 
by a sight of a vessel now in our harbor—the ‘ Volun- 
teer,’ of Hull. This antique specimen of British oak 
is 110 years old, and was employed as a transport pri- 
or to the taking of Quebec. She is the identical shi 
in which the immortal Wolfe came to this continent. 
Should she come in contact now with one of our pro- 
vince built vessels, she would be found a hard nut to 
crack.” 
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ithe meanwhile, we shall occasionally make extracts 
| from it, showing some of the more prominent facts 
embraced in it. 

ReErorT OF THE BRITISH COMMISSIONERS TO IN- | 


| The Knickerbocker for June is at hand in due sea- 
QUIRE INTO THE NAVAL AND MILITARY RROMOTION | 


‘ ; ‘son, and exhibits no declension of interest in its 

CRAP TRR ERT 24 ee repoet, wah = penny /pages, or flagging of spirit in the publishers. It is 

noticed in our paper of the 7th ult., giving at the filled, even to the covers, with reading matter, em- 
same time the names of the members of the coinmis- 
sion, is of a most interesting character, and of much 

importance in the way of military history and vere Yolume, and the publishers promise superior 

| Their list of contributions, unavoidably 


tics. The British army, which has achieved so much | . 
attractions. 
deferred for want of room, proves that there is no 


for the glory of its country, has been, it is wel] | 
; P ] a A 

rape, aogeiens. apes he matt snomilousprincs lack of material, it being a more difficult point to 

| decide what to omit than what to insert. 


ples, and governed by equally anomalous rules, few | 
pretending to know its complexities in either respect. | 
Probably the British nation itself has been little} We did intend to have accompanied the republica- 
more enlightened on the subject than intelligent for-| tion of the article on our navy, from the Southern 
eigners ; at least we should infer as much from the , Literary Messenger, with a few reflections suggested 
tenor of this document. The commission, composed ) by its perusal, as a kind of running commentary ; but 
of the highest rank and talent in the various arms of we must defer them until our next. We have taken 
the service, seems to have been convoked for the a liberty with the article, which the writer may or 
purpose of explaining to the Government and nation | may not approve—it is that of expunging a word or 
the operation of the systein. Its session has been, two, here and there, to divest it of its colloquial 
long—nearly two years, we believe—and its investi- | character, and rendering it in our view more suited 
gations minute, extensive, and laborious, as would, to the dignity of the subject. We shall, if possible, 


WASHINGTON CITY, 
THURSDAY, JUNE Hl, 1810. 








‘bracing a variety of subjects—grave, philosophic, 
light and fanciful. The July number commences a 











appear by the mass of matter that came under its | 


review. 

_It has been a common opinion that the British 
army owed much of its present state of improvement 
to the Duxe or York. This report bears ample 
and honorable testimony to this point. He reformed 
many gross abuses, and introduced many most whole- | 
some regulations. It is a singular fact that, previous | 
to his time, children often bore commissions. Such | 
appointments originated, it is true, in a generous 
motive, having been, in the outset, confined to the | 
offspring of officers who had lost their lives in service, | 
and left destitute families. The pay went, by regu-| 
lation, to the widowed mother, and was regarded a4 
a pension. The custom, however, no doubt, soon 
became warped from its first objects, and degenerated 
into a mere opening for selfish patronage, until the 
Duxe or York required that each candidate for a 
commission should be an adult, of an efficient age 
for service. 

The main question before the commission being 
relative to “ promotion and retirement,” the mode in 
which both operate in the British army is most ela- 
borately explained and discussed. Every military 
man must have been long curious to possess the in- 
formation here given, much of which may be some- 
what new even to the officers of that army itself. 
We wish that it were in our power to publish the 
report entire ; but this is forbidden by its length, and 
the demands other matter has upon our columns. 

It has been suggested to us, however, to publish it 


in a pamphlet form, under a belief that every officer|_ 


in our army would be desirous to possess such a doc- 
ument. We may be induced to do this, should there 
be a prospect of realizing the cost of printing. In 


give No. 2 next week. 





Want of room compels us to defer -until next week 
two interesting reports from Lieut. WILKEs, com- 
'manding the Exploring Expedition. 





BritTisH NAvy.—From the last published quarterly 
list, April, 1840, we gather the following interesting 
items: 


Commissioners for executing the office of Lord High 
Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, 

The Rt. Hon. Gilbert, Earl of Minto, G. C. B. 

Vice Admiral Sir Charles Adam, KC. B. 

Rear Admiral Sir William Parker, K. C. B. 

Captain Sir Edward Thomas Troubridge, Bart. 

Captain Sir Saml. John Brooke Pechell, Bart. K. C. H. 

The Rt. Hon. Archibald, Lord Dalmeny. 

mee of the Fleet, Sir Charles Edmund Nugent, 

mi - 

First Secretary of the Admiralty, R. More O’F errall, 

M. P. 

Second Secretary, Sir John Barrow, Bart., LL.D., 

F. R.S8., &e. 

Private Secretary to the First Lord of the Admiralty, 
Viscount Melgund, M. P. (act.) 

Chief clerk of the dmiraliy, H. Amedroz. 

Hydrographer, Capt. Francis Beaufort, R. N., F.R. 
S., &c. Ke. 

Comptroller of the Steam Machinery and Packet ser- 
vice, Capt. Sir Wm. Edward Parry, Kt., LL.D., 
F. R. S., &e. 

Surveyor of the Navy, Capt. Sir William Symonds, 
Kt., F. R. 8. 

Chief Assistant and Draughtsman, John Edge, F.RS. 

Accountant General of the Navy, John Thomas Briggs. 

Chief Clerk, O’Brien Woolsey. 

Storekeeper General of the Navy, The Hon. Robert 
Dundas 

Chief clerk, Heigham Rogers. 

Comptroller of the Victualing of the Navy, and of the 

Transport service, James Meek. 

Chief clerk, William Leyburn. 

Physician General of the Navy, Sir William Burnett, 
Kt., M.D., K. C. H. 

Chief clerk, John Bynon. 
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Royal Astronomer, Greenwich Observatory, and Su- 
perintendent of the Chronometers, George B. Airy, 


First Assistant, Rev. Robert Main, M. A. 
Superintendent of the Nautical Almanac, Lieut. W. 
S. Stratford, R. N. 
OFFICERS IN THE NAVY. 
Red. White. Blue. 

Admirals, 9 1 12 

Vice Admirals, 16 17 17 

Rear Admirals, 21 20 20 





Rear Admirals, on retired halfpay, + _ - - 52 
Captains, on retired halfpay, - ee - 8 
on half-pay of i4s. 6d. per day, - - 100 

on hali-pay of 12s. 6d. per day, - 150 

for sea service, - - - - 420 

. Commanders, on half-pay of 10s. per day, - 150 
for service, - - - - - 649 


Retired, under order in council, 
of Jan. 30, 1816, i 

do. of Noy. 1, 1830, on 

half-pay of 7s. perday, 182 


Naval Knights of Windsor, - . é . 7 
Lieutenants, on hali-pay of 7s.perday, = - - 118 
do 6s. perday, - - 14) 
for service, - é « « - 1,962 | 

Masters, superannuated, - - - ° ~ S 
on half-pay of 7s. per day, ° «... 300 

do 6s. per day, - - 200 

for service, - - - - - 148 
Physicians, - - - - . > ‘ 10. 
Surgeons, Retired, - Eset - ° . 38 | 
do on commuted allowance, - - 44! 

for service, - - - ° - 589 

Assistant Surgeons, - - - ¢ ‘ - 354 
Dispensers of Hospitals,  - . - “ ° ~ 
Pursers, on half-pay of Gs. per day, - - - 100 
do. 5s. per day, - - - 200 
for service, - - ° “ - 247, 
Chaplains, Retired, - 2 a ° ‘ * Al 

for service, . ~ m ¢ 





| 


Frorrpa.—Among the acts of the Legislative Coun- | 
cil, we find the following: 


Resolution, requesting the Delegate in Congress to 
procure the passage of a law for the payment or horses 
mustered into the service of the U. 8., belonging to the 
citizens of the ‘Territory, which horses have died of dis- 
ease while in the service, or been shot by accident, or 
by order of any officer, by reason of being diseased. 

Resolution, requesting the Governor to prepare a 
medal, commemorative of the services of those who de- 
fended the Block-house on the Withlacoochee, as well 
as those who gallantly, and with a generous devotedness 
to the cause of humanity, periled their lives to rescue 
their fellow citizens who were surrounded by a savage 
band, and reduced, from their position, to a state of des- 
pair, should be commemorated, and live in the hearts of 
this nation and a grateful posterity; and present the 
same to the officers and privates comprising the said 
companies, with the thanks of the people of Florida, and 
the assurance of the grateful appreciation in which their 
services will be ever had, 

Resolution, requesting the Delegate in Congress to 
procure the passage of a law providing full pay for 
Col. Dempsey Pittman and his staff, ordered into the 
service of the U. S. by an officer of the army. 

Resolution, requesting the Governor to pay to Robert 
H. Berry, from the funds under his control, for the de- 
fence of the frontier settlements, the sum of $563 50, for 
arins and ammunition furnished by him to the Territo- 


—— —— 


ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
June 3—Capt. J. M. Washington, 4th arty., Gadsby’s 
4—Capt. J. McClellan, Top. Engrs., Fuller’s 
Capt. J. K. F. Mansfield, Engr. corps, Gadsby’s 
5—Paymaster D. Randall, army, H. K. R’s 
6—Lt. W. H. Warner, Top. Engrs., Fuller’s 
Lieut. A. P. Allen, do., do. 
8—Cupt. H. Garner, 3d arty., Gadsby’s 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
PHILADELPHIA, June 1, 1840. 

Army —Lieut. Wm. Root, Capt. W. M. Fulton, 
Major M. P. Lomax, Lieut. Geo. Thom, Capt. J. A. 
Phillips, Lieut. L. G. Arnold. 

Navy.—Capt. Morgan, Mid. F. Lowry, Mid. M. C. 
Watkins, Mid. J. N. Maffit, Mid. W. 'T. Muse, Lieut. 
H. H. Rhodes, Mid. C. W. Morris 4, Lieut. A. A. Har- 
wood, Mid. W. L. Blanton, Lieut. b. J. Totten, Henry 


|C. Flagg, Capt. J. B. Montgomery, Dr. W. Smith, 


Wm. Ringgold, Dr. J. S. Messersmith, Dr. R. W. 
Leecock. 





PASSENGERS. 

Cuarreston, June 1, per ship Sutton, from New 
York, Major G. Dearborn, of the army. Per steam 
packet Southerner, from Savannah, Capt. Mansfield, of 
the ariny. June 11, per steamer Gen. Clinch, from 
Black creek, via Savannah, Capt. H. Garner, of the 
arimy. 

New Yorx, June 2, per ship Saluda, from Monrovia, 
Africa, P. Mid. John S. Neville, of the navy. 

Bosrox, June 2, per barque Dromo, from Port Ma- 
hon, Capt. Joseph Smith and son; Lieuts. G. J. Pender- 
grast, S. F. Dupont, J. S. Missroon, R. L. Browning, 
lady and son, and 8S. W. Godon; Surgeon B. Ticknor; 
Mid. A. Stebbins; Gunner A. A. Peterson, and 46 inva- 
lid seamen from the U.S. squadron in the Mediter- 
ranean. 

Moxie, May 27, per steamer Seal, from Suwanee 


9g ‘iver, Capt. I. L. Alexander, of the army, and Dr. A. 


J. Wedderburn, of the navy. 











Communications. 


ASSISTANT SURGEONS U.S. NAVY. 
“ Detur usque Diabolo propria.”—“ Give the Devil 
his due.” 


Mr. Eprror: Attempt not to extricate your but- 
ton, but address yourself with patience to the task of 
listening, while I «a tale unfold,” trusting for the re- 
dress of grievances therein set forth, to your able and 
impartial pen. Without further preface, like the 
“ancient mariner,” the prince of bores, I shall bolt 
at once “ in medias res.” 

There formerly existed in the U.S. navy, a corps of 
warrant officers, who, rejoicing in the appellation of 
surgeon’s mates and a very moderate stipend, of course 
consorted with the warrant officers, being consigned 
in sloops to the localité of the steerage, and in frigates 
inhabiting the “dark profound” of the cockpit. No 
bo’sun’s mate “strained his shrill pipe ” to herald 
their approach, which was unobtrusively made through 
the Serkan angway. Their tours de promenade were 
confined to the larboard side of the quarter deck ; and 
when inclination or necessity called them below, they 
might have been seen to dive through a forward hatch- 
way. In short, they were subject to the restrictions, 
and enjoyed the privileges, of warrant officers. 

The many able and experienced surgeons, whose 











rial troops, by order of the late Governor Call. 

Resolution, requesting the Governor to pay to Betton 
& Fisher, from the funds under his control, for the de- 
fence of the frontier settlements, the sum of $459 75, 
for arms and ammunition furnished by them to the Ter- 
ritorial troops, by order of Ex-Governor Call. 





June 9—Lts. G. J. Pendergrast, S. F. DuPont, J. S, 
Missroon, R. L. Browning, and S, W. Godon, and Dr. 
B. Ticknor, of the U. S. navy, recently returned from 


names adorn the Naval Register, sufficiently attest 
that, even under this arrangement, the navy was for- 
tunate enough to obtain the services of men of the 
highest talent and ability. In the course of time, the 
Department, perhaps regarding their previous good 
fortune rather as the result of accident, than of any 
inducement offered by the then —— state of the 
medical corps of the navy, and laudably desirous of 
securing the best professional talent which our coun- 
try could supply, determined to pursue a more libe- 





the U. S. ship Ohio, arrived in Washington a few days 
ginee. 


ral policy. The grade of surgeon’s mates was abol- 
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ished, and in their stead officers were commissioned | defined, and not, as at present, to be withheld or 
as assistant surgeons, a more adequate compensation | granted as caprice may dictate. 
for their services was offered, and examinations were} But I find that I am transcending the limits which 
instituted which subjected the ability of each candi-|I prescribed to myself in commencing to wite, and 
date to the severest test. The Naval Board is now! perchance your patience also. The result which I 
notorious as the most rigid medical tribunal in Ame-)| promised myself, in addressing you this statement of 
rica, and no one who will compare the number of suc-/ facts, was mevly to attract your attention to the sub- 
cessful with that of unsuccessful aspirants, as render-| ject, confident from the previous tenor of your valua- 
ed in the report of the Board to the Department, will) ble paper that, once convinced yourself, you would 
be disposed to doubt the assertion. ‘To opprerinka| nt spare inkshed in behalf of the right. These re- 
properly the result, you should be informed that the} marks have not arisen from querulousness or ri 
candidates are with scarce an exception graduates of neither from a dissatisfaction with the society of the 
some medical school. - So far, excellently welt did. junior officers, or desire to intrude on that of seniors ; 
performance but keep pace with promise. | but from a conviction of the claim of junior medical 
The assistant surgeon, now equipped with a com-| officers to the honors and privileges of commissioned 
mission, would naturally expect to share the privile- officers, which, prima facie, is at least plausible. I. 
ges of commissioned officers. Delusive hope! Let) know of no one so able to afford the requisite infor- 
us follow him on board, and witness his reception. | mation as yourself, and thence these inquiries. They 
Now steering with confidence to the starboard side,|are not the result of concert, nor do t ey pretend to 
and availing himself of the facility of the accommoda- | express the opinion of others than your correspondent. 
tion ladder, he ascends; in vain he expects the twit-| I am not an admirer of the plan which makes the 
tering pipe, which he had erroneously supposed due’ public prints the organs of complaint at professional 
to his commission, and by this time is not surprised | grievances, but your paper being chiefly confined in 
to find himself and “traps” still consigned to the | tls circulation to the two services, may be deemed an ex- 
abime of the cockpit. He finds that, in every essen- | ception. NAUTICO-MEDICUS, anna 
tial, his situation is still identical with ce of pee SoL_veNnT SusBscriBER. 
warrant officer, and that the difference only existe st 
in his imagination. Why this distinction to the see. [ The allotment of quarters on board ship is fixed 
judice of medical officers? Was any reservation -by Regulation ; the reason for assigning the Assistant 
made in granting them commissions by which they Surgeons to mess in the steerage, can be explairied 
were curtailed of the privileges of commissioned offi- by any captain or commander in the service. Our 
cers? Andifso, why? Shall we be told that they | Ree Fs : a ‘ 
are deficient in any qualification which would render, correspondent is mistaken in supposing that Surgeon’s 
them fit inmates of the.ward-room? At least furnish Mates were warrant officers ; they were commission- 


the scale of ward-room merit, that it may. be emula-| oq as Assistant by and with th 
ted. Will it be urged that, as having recently + cn ie geant sa unlggteanptin gered srasband 


ed the service from civil life, they should be exclu-. advice and consent ofthe Senate. The title only was 
ded—that freedom of the ward-room is a boon only changed, at the time the law was passed increasing 
granted to protracted services? Then why do we the pay of medical officers in the navy. Our-columns 
find the chaplain, econ and second lieutenant of ma- | to the di : ctl ’ £ th 
rines within its hallowed precincts? ° )are open to the discussion of the question of the 
The assistant surgeon, after a term of five years’ allotment of quarters, but we cannot espouse the 
service, is subjected to another examination ; and, if cause of either party.—Editor.] 
found qualified for promotion, he assumes the grade | ; 
of passed assistant, and bides his time. Even thisse-| SOLDIER’S ASYLUM.—No. II. 
cond ordeal and his increasing age do not advance} Agreeably to my promise, I now give you, as an 
him to the ward-room. Thus many attain the age of example of many others, the case of THomas Miz- 
thirty-five before they are liberated from the steerage.’ Ler, or, as our men used to call him, “Old Tom 
Should any one perceive a fancied infraction of dis-| Miller,” who, when first-I knew him, was stationed 
cipline in the intimate association of the junior medi- | with his regiment at Council Bluffs. 
eat officer with his senior, the argument willnot hold,| He had been.near forty years a soldier in our ser- 
inasmuch as the very nature of their duties supposes yice, and had, in his humble sphere, shared in most of 
an intimate and confidential relation between them, the battles on the Niagara frontier during the last 
— napcion . for we pa rhe a to wor | war, always maintaining a high character for conduct 
ill some pertinacious defender of the existing state and courage, but never solucky asto receive a wound 
of ae resigning the ee dae - right, “ sufficient magnitude to entitie him to a pension in 
rest it on expediency? ill he demonstrate that | his old age. 
there is no space in the ward-room for new arrivals?| His head was whitened by the frosts of nearly sixty 
It may —_ be enlarged. But e’en were it-so, let | winters, and his physical powers, once strong, athletic 





their rights be acknowledged, that they may have at 
least the pleasure of conceding them for the general 
convenience of the service. I think I can answer for 
the corps, for myself at least, with gunpowder Percy 
I can say, that while I will cavil on the “ninth part 
of a hair” as regards right, yet thrice as much as is 
involved in the present discussion I’d yield toany de- 
serving friend. If shorn of the substance, grant them 
the shadow of their rights. Let the side be kept, and 
the privilege of the starboard side be granted them. 
If it is objected that it would be anomalous to concede 
to officers living in the steerage the honors of fe 
ward-room, I would reply, not a greater anomaly than 
to find commissioned officers in the steerage. 
Whatever civilians may think, no naval man will 
be disposed to regard the points at issue trifling as 
regards either dignity or convenience. Custom has 
so far acknowledged their rights, that in some ships 
assistant surgeons, Y — order, are paid the hon- 
ors of theirrank. At least let their rights be well 





|and active, had now given away, and become feeble 
}and tremulous under the constant wear and tear of 
long and hard services. He was, therefore, much 
against his will, but in compliance with the law, com- 
pelled to leave the army on a “ Surgeon’s certificate 
of disability.” But he still continued, after his dis- 
charge, by permission of his former captain, and the 
general request of his comrades, with all whom he 
was a great favorite, to remain in the company and 
share the_hospitalities of its mess, performing such 
light duties of police only as inclination or habit 
rompted. He had been for years a sort of “ privi- 
eged character”’ in the regiment, and he still enjoyed 
it; evincing for the regiment, but still more for his 
company, that deep solicitude and patronizing care 
and pride that an aged and affectionate father may be 
ro > aa to feel for his younger sons. He was, in 
truth, the very ‘‘ beau ideal” of a good old soldier! 
honored and esteemed by his messmates, and respect- 
ed by both officers and men, 












ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 381 
































Tis true, however, and I must admit it that « old| “Alas, general!” exclaimed I, with pity, “ this 
Tom’s” birth-days happened rather more frequently comes of your not being civilized. Were you only 
than the periodical revolutions of the sun; for he a white chief, you would be attending to these things, 
maintained the opinion that a soldver’s natal day , trying experiments and alterations on these vital sub- 
should be celebrated at least as often as once in every | jects, instead of wasting your time as at present in 
three months, instead of, as is the common practice, | attending to the welfare of your people, raising crops 
once in twelve. Buton such occasions he commit-|and instilling war-like ardor into your young men. 
ted no breach of discipline, nor was he riotous or | But.it is all fortune; it is your bad luck. You are in 
noisy. Every thing with ‘Old Tommy,” was done |a state of nature, and it is unfair to expect more from 
methodically and with good order, from a 4th of July | you.” 
to a birth, or wedding celebration. | I made use of all my eloquence for hours and for 

When his birthdays arrived, he might be seen, soon | hours, in explaining the soldier’s book, describing its 
after morning parade, going round to the officers’ | use, insisting on its utility, nay its necessity, and tel- 
quarters, with his tin kettle, requiring each one to ling him the manner in which it was charged and ac- 
contribute his portion of the stinzo for the occasion ; counted for on muster rolls; but so far from convin- 
and here, let it be remembered, Old Tom’sbirth-days ciag him, he turned towards me very gravely, bent 
were celebrated by permission, obtained from the | down and described a circle, and then, pointing to it, 
proper authority; and that the grog was not to be asked, 
used sottishly, or to create drunkenness, but merely,; ‘‘ What dues the white man call that? ” - 
as_Tom expressed it, that he and his friends “ Mee 4 | * Nothing,” replied I, 
drink each other’s healths, and the health of the offi-| ‘‘ You answer truly,” returned he ; “ and that is the 
cers in a decent, respectable way, like.” }amount of all you have been telling me. Young 

On these occasions, after the preparations were man—though it stretches my credulity like a net 
duly made, old Tom might be seen in the mess-room, spread out to dry, to believe all you relate, still I do 
or under a shady tree outside the fort, surrounded by | believe most of it, for you appear ingenuous. A lit- 
his comrades, drawn up in regular order, with a grace tle, I must confess, slips through the meshes of m 
and winning gravity, peculiarly his own, and never belief. If all you tell me be true, such things as that 
assumed but by a veteran senior, “fighting o’er his; you told me about officers who should be out with 
battles” again, and freely criticising the conduct of their men having to write a letter inside of a sheet of 
individuals and corps, in a manner truly edifying and | paper, and then fold it up and write it again outside,” 
wonderful to his auditors, particularly the “young | (he referred to the description that I had given him 


ones.” of endorsing, and which I sustained with real yankee 
If you are not tired of it, I will finish Tom’s mili- | pride and obstinacy for hours,) “it seems to me you 
tary history in my next. H. (must in time become very good clerks, and very bad 


Gicciaietains (soldiers. What do you remain in Florida for, to do 
A VISIT TO SAM JONES’S CAMP. Parr VI. | this? I should think your big wigwams to the north 
On the morning after our discussion concerning , would be better, for there you_ have good smooth ta- 
Col. Harney, the aboriginal general, who constantly , bles, and here pine stumps.* What can such people, 
manifested an intense curiosity to learn every thing who have to write so much, do against ours, who do 
even to the minutes of our service, made many in-| not have to write at all? You tell me, also, that the 
quiries on several points, in the course of which con-| send back papers that are not made out well, and 
versation, with that egotism for which the Ameri- make blunt, caustic, mortifying remarks for the least 
cans are remarkable, I managed to bring up that bul- error, even if a white sub-chief does his best. How 
wark of our national defence, “THE SOLDIER’S then can these poor sub-chiefs take any pride in their 
BOOK” !!!t!!!' Though I cannot describe the bound- | rong avocations, when they are told, by inuendo at 
ings of my heart as I referred to this item of our na- | least, that they are not even fit for clerks? If writin 
tional policy, every American, who has felt what J is the rey consideration, why do they not dis- 
have felt whilst gazing on the star spangled banner, miss all the bad writers, and make officers of those 
can readily imagine them. clerks vou were telling me yesterday they had in the 


I do not know whether Washington’s army had §t@at stores at the north? My army still holds the 
these books or not, and the fact of the troops having | "¢!d, and only one officer in it can write well, and no 
no shoes at the Valley Forge would militate against | nd _ — can read it. I speak of Captain 
the affirmative hypothesis; yet I deem it most proba- | Te id Ii h 
ble that they had, and I am strengthened in this be- Tint ann such arrant nonsense no longer, 
lief by every perusal of history. I ask the unbiassed | @"4 !nterrupte 4 e * oes 4 
mind to answer. in candor, ‘‘could Stony Point have General Jones!” cried I, “I respect you, but I 
been stormed at the bayonet point—would Cornwal-|C@2net as an American citizen, drawing my blood 
lis have surrendered—or to refer to late dates, would | 


from the remnant left us from the conflict of °76, 
Andrew Jackson ever have defeated Packenham, | Stand passive by and submit tamely to such asper- 
without them?” Facts and common sense reply, 


sions on our service. I know my life is in your 
<< nat * andeche answers “never!” A soldier with- hands—take it! but let me die a martyr, if you will, 


out his soldier’s book, waist deep in a swamp, would | 


be in a pretty predicament, truly as incongruous as a 
Catholic before a crucifix, without beads. 


It was with a feeling of exultation, that my com- 
panions in arms will fully appreciate, that I commen- 
ced explaining this redoubtable utensil of belligeren- 
cy, this jugular in the neck of Mars, to the unsophis- 
ticated ‘‘abrogoine.” How eg orders, that cost 
something for printing, had been issued, raising the 
price of the book from twenty to twenty five cents. 

«* What was the use of that? ” interrupted the main- 
spring of the hostiles; “‘ your government furnishes 
them. You have already told me your soldiers get 
very little pay—they certainly dont direct, By ornpER, 
how that little shall be spent!” 


The feader will be amused at the simple view the 
uneducated son of the forest took of the matter. 





in defending the endorsement of letters, and all the 
concatenation of superfluous scribbling—that system, 
so dear to every true supporter of the first republic 
onearth. Yes, General, the time is not far distant 
when every ball and every bomb that our artillery 
hurls to scatter death and consternation among our 
foes, shall be accompanied with a letter of advice: 
|‘ Herewith I have the honor to transmit, &c.’ signed 
by the officer firing the gun or mortar. Yes! Gener- 
al, the day and hour is not far distant that even our 
buckshot cartridges shall be endorsed, so that if they 








* Vide Gen. Taylor’s first Report of battle of the 
Okeechobee to Gen. Jesup. “ P. S.—I am now wri- 
ting without candle, with pine knots as a substitute, in 
a cabbage tree hammock, in the centre of a large prairie, 
on a very dirty sheet of paper, which is the only one in 
camp.” 
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dont hit, it shall at least be known who they were in- | HARKER and 


tended for.” 

As I continued, my enthusiasm became transcen- 
dant, and the savage, proud as he was, quailed before 
me. I saw, IJ knew he did;. for all that he could an- 
swer was, “ Hol-le-wog-us.” JUNIUS. 


THE WEST INDIA SQUADRON. 

Mr. Epiror: I perceive by one of your late num- 
bers, that the West India squadron, so called, will 
come to the north this summer. This is a wise mea- 
sure, for every reason. But why is it called “the 
West India squadron?” Owing to the trade wind, 
a ship can sail to any island in the West Indies, Cu- 

a alone excepted, in half the time that another ship 
can do it from Pensacola! From the latter place, you 
must first sail north before you can go south. You 
must run through the straits of Florida, and almost to 
the latitude of Savannah, before you can fetch to wind- 
ward of Cuba, for the reason already stated, whereas, 
a ship from a northern port can go more direct, and 
of coursein less time. So that to keep a squadron at 
Pensacola in time of peace, because it would be an 
important position in war, is quite as unwise as it 
would be to have a peace establishment for the army, 
in time of peace, in the everglades of Florida, be- 
cause we find it necessary in a war. 

To complete the navy yard at Pensacola, and build 
dry docks there in the event of a war, is obviously 
proper: but to keep a squadron there, in peace, is 

eyond measure unwise for a multitude of reasons, 
including the unhealthiness of the climate. Where- 
as, not one reason can be assigned in favor of it. A 
single corvette might be stationed there, to show her- 
self occasionally along the coast of Mexico; or what 
would be far better, an armed steamer, or a very 
small schooner; as such vessels might niake a port in 
the gulf. The steamer would be best, as she could 
also occasionally run along both shores of Cuba, and 
keep in check their piratical propensities ; but a ship 
to go on the south side of Cuba, must first go north, 
and so on all round the Bahamas, &c. 

If a squadron must be kept at Pensacola, then it 
should be a steam squadron, for obvious reasons. 
They could go against the trade wind in any direction, 
and find ports every where to shelter in; besides, 
their fires would, I dare say, promote health. 
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Reported for the Baltimore American. 
MILITARY BOARD OF INQUIRY. 


The testimony in the case of Major LENpRuM was 
closed on Tuesday. As the reporter for this paper 
had not an opportunity to be present in the early part 
of the investigation, he deems it proper to decline a 
report of the testimony which has since transpired. 

esterday morning the case of Captain Dusrn- 
BERY was before the Board, and advanced with such 
rapidity that the whole of the testimony was closed 
by three o’clock, after which the memorial upon 
which the inquiry was based was again read, toge- 
ther with the accompanying documents. 

This memorial is based on three letters, one from 
Mr. Joseph Hankey, one from Mr. Henry Hender- 
son, and a third from Mr. Peter Kernan, ostensibly 
addressed in reply to an inquiry relative to the char- 
ges contained in them. 

The memorial is addressed to the President of the 
U.S., and prays for the removal from their respec- 
tive offices of Major Lenprum as Commissary, and 
Captain DusENnBERY as Quartermaster, on the ground 
that they have employed the patronage connected 
with their offices greatly to the detriment of the pub- 
lic interest and to the persecution of the democratic 

arty of the city of Baltimore. Itis signed by Messrs. 
r L. Murpny, G. B. Witson, R. B. Tate, SamveL 





— 





a. 








] Coyite—these gentlemen com- 
posing a committee of five from the Democratic Con- 
vention existing in this city. 

The charges contained in the memorial were of 
course those uyion which the parties implicated were 
examined, the letters themselves upon which the me- 
morial was based not appearing in the course of the 
investigation, and having been unseen by the coun- 
sel for the accused before the close of the inquiry. 

The officers composing the Board of Inquiry are 
Brigadier General Woot, Colonel GARLAND and Ma- 
jor ANDREWS. 

The counsel on behalf of the United States was 
Mautssy, Esq.; on the part of the accused, 
Gen. W. H. Marriotrr and Wm. L. MARSHALL, 
Esq. appeared. 

The examination of the charges preferred against 
Captain DuseNBERY wag commenced with thé testi- 
mony of 

Mr. JostrpH Hanxty, who, being sworn, in the 
course of his reply to the questions propounded, sta- 
ted that Capt. D. had called on him when he first 
went into office to inform himself thoroughly on the 
subject of freights, and requested to have on paper 
the customary rates to different points. He appeared 
anxious to get them at the lowest rates and desirous 
to give satisfaction. The witness had supplied Capt. 
D. with vessels; at different times with three whole 
vessels and parts of vessels for freight of provisions 
for the army im Florida. The exact amount of bar- 
rels, &c., contained in the same was stated, but it is 
unimportant here. It was stated that Capt. D. had 
preferred within a short time past to engage freights 
at another shipping house, at prices higher than those 
proposed by the witness. 

In the instance particularly alluded to, Captain.D. 
called to obtain freight for several hundred barrels 
which the witness proposed to furnish at 75 cents. 
Captain D. did not complete the engagement but 
promised to return. Captain D. was afterwards ap- 
prised that the witriess would furnish the same for 
70 cents. The Captain seemed to have a leaning to- 
wards Mr. Brown ( John W. Brown ) who, it appear- 
ed, had closed an engagement with the Captain at 75 
cents. A vessel was employed for the service, called 
the Curlew, which was deemed unseaworthy, and the 
provisions were consequently shipped at some risk. 
The witness did not think that Captain D. was in- 
fluenced in this respect by political feelings. Mr. 
Hankey’s testimony was of some length, and we un- 
fortunately experienced in our position during his ex- 
amination considerable difliculty in hearing the re- 
plies. ‘The main points of the testimony, however, 
are, we believe, included-in what is stated above. 

Mr. Jas. C. Banin, a clerk in the employ of Capt. 
Dusenbery, testified that he bad no reason to believe 
that Captain D. was influenced in his duty as a pubs 
lic ageni by party feelings, and has never heard him 
express a preference for either party. Had of course 
general opportunities of ascertaining if he had -so 
expressed himself. 

Mr.Jonun W. Brown, sworn.—With regard to the 
Curlew, the witness states that Baltimore offices very 
frequently decline to insure further than Garey’s 
Ferry. ‘To Mr. B.’s knowledge the Curlew has not 
been refused insurance in any office in Baltimore, nor 
has the cargo of the Curlew. Knows a eargo of cot- 
ton has been insured in her. Has never heard Capt. 
D. mention politics in reference to his business. Does 
not think it had any influence on him in that respect. 
His conduct as adisbursing officer of the Government 
has been highly honorable and correct. In explana- 
tion of the aitair alluded to by Mr. Hankey, Capt. 
Dusenbery had informed the witness that Hankey 
had hitherto charged him $1, and he wished to know 
what the witness would charge. ‘The latter said, 875 
cents. Captain D. objected, and said he could get it 
done for 75 cents. Mr. Brown agreed to do it for 
that, and the engagement was at once completed. 
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The offer of 70 cents to Captain D. from Mr. Hankey 
was made subsequent to this engagement. 

Here, during a brief interval, Mr. Maulsby stated 
that misrepresentation had been made in the Pilot 
newspaper, calculated to prejudice the on mind 
unfavorably with regard to an individual, Mr. G. B. 
Witson. He had no doubt but it was unintentional. 

Gen. Woot playfully declined any crusade against 
the newspapers. He was conscious of having done 
his duty in the affair, and advised the learned coun- 
sel to let it pass unnoticed. 

Captain Buck, sworn.—He stated that in all his 
dealings with Captain Dusenbery he had found him 
strictly honest and gentlemanly in his deportment. 

Mr. Henry Wuite, sworn.—The general conduct 
of Capt. Dusenbery as a disbursing officer had been 
very satisfactory to him. Has known him 10 years 
at least, has had numerous transactions with him, in 
which he has been always very exact. 

Mr. H. DuKEHART, sworn.—Has had transactions 
with Captain Dusenbery, and his conduct has always 
heen that of a gentleman. He has not used his office 
to the persecution of the Democratic party. Witness 
is a democrat. Once told Captain D. so, who replied 
that he was glad to hear it. 


Mr. THos. WHITRIDGE, sworn.—Capt. Dusenbery | 


has called on him to get freights. Always appeared 
anxious to get them as low as possible. he first 
time he called he said he had been imposed upon, and 
he wanted to make arrangement for one of his New 
York packets. 

Major Hoox, sworn.—Found Capt. Dusenbery oc- 
cupying part of Major LEnprum’s office in Januar 
last. Took occasion to speak of the manner in whic 
Mr. Brown had acted while he was officiating as spe- 
cial agent for the Commissary, and recommended 
him to Captain D. Believes that Capt. Dusenbery 
has not used the patronage of his office to influence 
any one against the National Administration. 

r. CLARK, sworn.—Capt. Dusenbery has applied 
to him, and has had conversation relative to the freight 
of vessels. The Captain always manifested conside- 


rable desire fo obtain them on the best terms possible. | 


Captain D. has not used his influence to persecute 
the Democratic party in the city of Baltimore. He 
has manifested anxiety to manage the affairs of the 


Government to the best advantage. Has known him | 


a long time, not only lately but formerly. 

With this witness the testimony closed, and the 
Court has now only to make their decision. Without 
comment on the merits of the affair, we must say that 
the Board conducted its session with great dignity, 


and with a liberality of feeling hrghly commendable, 


however ungracious the task in its requirements may 
have been. 





Tre Exrprorine Expepition.—Exiract of a let- 
ter from Charles Wilkes, Esq., commander of the Ex- 

loring Expedition, dated on board the U. S. ship 
Wieemnixa. Sydney, New South Wales, 26th Decem- 
ber, 1839: 


me —— 


whose charge is among the most important, informs 
us that after the corps was left at Sydney, in Decem- 
ber, they made two expeditions of some hundred miles 
into the interior, which would seem to have furnished 
rich opportunities of observation among men and 
things ;—not excluding birds from the category at any 
rate, for I saw one box of specimens, Kicely hens up, 
the beauty of whose plumage was dazzling ;—blue- 
heads, and blood-birds, and diamond-birds, and I know 
not what. It occurs to me that the data this Expedi- 
tion must secure for publication, cannot fail to be ex- 
ceedingly rich and valuable, and it is to be hoped they 
will fall into the right hands for preparation. These 
advices were of the date of February 17. The corps 
were just embarking to rejoin the squadron in New 
Zealand ; being bound thence to the Sandwich islands, 
Feejees, Columbia River, Eastern Archipelago, and 
home by way of the Cape of Good Hope, in the course, 
it was expected, of about fifteen months from this 
time. 

It was mentioned by our correspondent referred to 
above, that the French Southern Expedition was ly- 
ing at Hobert Town. The English had not reached 
those seas, but was looked for soon. It is a little re- 
markable that the three nations should be in the fleld 
so nearly together. It is gratifying also that the Ame- 
‘Ticans shéak be something ahead of the competitors. 
'I notice that a new one has been got up in England 
| for the arctic region by private merchants. Truly the 
| world seems in a fair way to be discovered. 








| Copy of a letter received by the Secretary of the Navy, 
Srom Lieut. Charles Wilkes, commanding Exploring 
Expedition, dated 
U.S. snip VincENNES, SypnNrey Heap, 
December 26, 1839. 
Str: I have the honor to inform you that all of our 
repairs, observations, &c. have been completed, and 
| we are now under way for our antarctic course. 
| I am happy to inform you that the officers and crews 
of the different vessels are all in good health and 
_ Spirits. 
I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your 
‘obedient servant, CHARLES WILKES, 
‘Com’g Exploring Expedition. 
‘Hon. James K. PAautpine, 
Secretary of the Navy, Washington. 








Correspondence of the N. Y. Courier & Enquirer. 

Port Manon, April 14, 1840.—The “ Dromo,” 
| chartered as a stove-ship is now “hanging by the eye- 
|lids” in the harbor, and I have only a moment to 
write. 

The Dromo takes home the invalids of the squadron, 
amounting to some .forty men, and as cabin passen- 
gers has Captain Smith; Lieutenants Pendergrast, Du 

ont, Missroon, Browning and Godon; Dr. Ticknor, 
late fleet surgeon, all of the Ohio— Midshipman Steb- 
, bins of the Brandywine, and Mrs. Browning and ehild. 

The Ohio and Brandywine have been at their moor- 

ings here since the first.of January. The Cyane has 


“It gives me pleasure to say that we are all well aud | been, in the meantime, to Gibraltar and the Spanish 


in good spirits, and will be under way for our Antarc- 
tic cruise in a few minutes.” 


In the barque Shepherdess, by which was received | is understood, 


coast, and returned two days ago from Toulon. The 
squadron is expected to sail immediately—the Ohio it 
for a cruise of some weeks on the coasts 


the letter from which the above extract is made, there | of Italy, and the Brandywine for the Straits of Gibral- 


have been sent to this pore sixty-eight packages, con- 
taining specimens, shell 


tar and the Atlantie coast, Cadiz, Lisbon, &c. The 


s, drawings, &c., collected by | destination of the Cyane is not known. 


the Exploring Expedition, which now await the order} Capt. Borrow has been unwell for two months past, 
of the Navy Department for their final disposition.— | so much so as to be unable to leave his rooms, and of 


Boston Post. 


Correspondence of the Journal of Commerce. 


course to cruise in the winter. He is now well again, 
and looking better than usual. 





Boston, June 1, 1840.—You will have noticed the] The 15th regiment, under the command of Lieut. 


arrival here of intelligence from the Exploring Expe- 


dition. Within a day or two I have seen interesting 


Col. Lord Wellesly, embarked at Montreal on the 29th 
ult., for Quebec, en route for England. Many of the 


letters from some of those on board. Of the scientific | men belonging to the regiment volunteered to remain 
corps, which numbers over a dozen, I believe, several |in Canada, to fill the: vacancies caused by death and 
belong to this vicinity. One of them, a Bostonian, | desertion in other regiments.—N. Y. Com. Advertiser. 
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The last western mail brings us news of the death | Schr. Flirt left Pensacola on the 23d May, for Key 
of General JoHN ADAIR, of Kentucky, in the 83d; West; crew all well. Officers: Lieut. Comd’t. John T. 
ear of his age. He was a soldier in the early | McLaughlin, Passed Midshipmen Wm. S. Drayton, 
rtkomestern war, and commanded the Kentucky |J. C, Henry, C. R. P. Rodgers, Lieut. Marines Geo. 
troops at New Orleans in 1814—15. He had, during | El. Territ, 2st. sop abe ol covey acti yea on asa 
his life, filled also many civil offices, amongst which | T. B. Huger, E L. Winder, Captain’s clerk J. W. Mar- 
was that of Senator of the U. 8.—-Nat. Inlelligencer. ri st Ivpia sqvapron.—Frigate Macedonian, Capt 
s NDIA § ,ON.— ga / . 
L. Rousseau, bearing the broad pendant of Commo. 
DaRING ACT.OF PIRACY ON THE COAST OF Guna, “Shubrick, and ship Warren Cémun'r. Jamesson, sailed 
-—Letters received in this city yesterday, from Hava-| po po acola. Mav 10. 
na, dated 22d May, 1840, contain the following paiti- ‘Officers sttackiaa mf thas W¥ asvent 
pe fg of one of the most daring acts of piracy on re- W. Jamesson, Esq. Commander; Lieuts. J.T. Gerry, 
cord. Ss. . B. Mar S. De r, Purser 
The Br. brig Vernon, Capt. Cunningham, of Hali- io Sin "Peylor, > ray rp, san say le iaiet 
fax, sailed from Falmouth, Jamaica, bound to Halifax.’ syeeon A. F. Lawyer, Professor of Mathematics M. 
When eight days out at sea, being off Cape San An- | Yarnall, Midshipmen J. Guest, WA. Webb, J. W. 
tonio, an open boat, with seven men, was seen ap- A. Nicholson, S. Edwards, W. W. Bassett, F. G. May- 
roaching the brig, and when within musket shot, son, P. Shirley, R. M. Cuyler, A Bryson (to join the 
red a Be of muskets at it. The brig having Levant,) Captain’s clerk R. 8. WilliamSon, Boatswain 
hove to, the captain of the boat informed Captain J. Bray, Gunner J. W. Pennington, Sailmaker M. 
Cunningham that a revenue cutter was standing at the! Wheeden, Purser’s Steward D. Davidson, 
Cape, and that his papers must be inspected. Cap-| Ship Erie, Comm’r. W. Y. Taylor, sailed from Pen- 
tain C. immediately set out in his boat with three sacola, May 19th, on a cruise, 
men and his papers, to comply with the summons. ' Ship Ontario, J. D. Williamson, Esq., commander, 
He had not proceeded far before the other boat pulled arrived at New York June 2, from Pensacola, via Ha- 
up, and having taken possession of her, they stripped vapa and Key W est, which latter port she left on the 
the crew of their clothes, and began the work of de- 19th May. Her officers and crew all well. Between 
struction. The captain am! two men were instantly , Capes Carnaveral and Hatteras, experienced fresh gales 
killed, and the other effected his escape in leaping , With heavy squalls of gr Nevaeh attic al a 4 de 
Caste, ney Sn Ae ore dh command of Conntodorg W. B. Shalit ate oe 
: After erenpins. the melancholy fate of his compan- in the most efficient order, and the greatest harmony 
ions, he remained in the woods during five days, ibis eaclie Ue ciate: 
where he was met by Don Antonio, captain of a smal! P Officers attached'te the Gutario: 
craft, to whom he related the circumstances. Captain) yp, Wittiamsox, Esq Commander; Lieuts. Wm. 
Antonio immediately went in search of the pirates, 7p Hunt, J. F. Green, Acting Master J I. Forbes; 
and soon found them on shore, near the Cape, active- Pyysey J. Bryan, Surgeon A. G. Gambrill, Ass°t ‘Sur- 
ly employed in unloading the.cargo of the brig. Be-' eeon J. 1. Abernethy, Passed Midshipman Wm. M. E. 
ing alone, and fearful of being murdered if they mis- ‘Adams, Midshipmen R. P. Lovell, C. E. Fleming, J. 
trusted him, he accosted them as one engaged in the Rutiedge, J. D. Todd, S. D. Lavallette, William E. 
same business. He bought a few guns, and contract- Boudinot, J. K Duer, J. Matthews, Jr, Wm. H. Ja- 
ed to sell them a sinall sloop he had at his residence,’ messon, Captain’s clerk J. Gideon, Gunner E. Whit- 
which was near the spot, and invited them to come in ten, cting Carpenter J. G. Doremus. , 
the morning and examine her. |  Passengers—Lt. E. Farrand, Surgeon D. Egbert, 
They accordingly set out next morning, to conclude Asst. Surgeon J. W. B. Greenhow, Mr. G. D. Lemoine. 
their bargain with Antonio. As soon as they arrived | Menirerranean sqvuaprox.—Ship of the line Ohio, 
at his house, Antonio, assisted by several of his neigh- Commo. Hull, and frigate Brandywine, Capt. Bolton, 
bors, arrested the pirates, and sent them undera good at Port Mahon, April 14, to sail ager rng! on a cruise, 
escort to Havana, where they will be tried. | the former for the coast of Italy, and the latter for Gi- 
Antonio returned on board the brig, where he found ralter, Cadiz and Lisbon, : 
the remainder of the crew who had been spared by the Pee Crane, ,Comm’r.. Latimer, arrived at Toulon 
pirates until the cargo could be taken out. Their in- | we ase: 25th Apri, pe RY 2 ectess Cink: Cheick 
tention was to murder them as soon as they had fin- ,. 4 *C/PIC S@eapRon.—-Ship Lexington, Capt. lacs, a 











ished their work | Valparaiso, March 9, to sail on the 20th for Norfolk. 
The sailor who escaped saw a great number of sails ara are 
and pieces of rigging concealed in the woods. | oH. BE FE Lak Ss. 





The conduct of Antonio in rescuing these unfortu- , 
Spr * hl ‘ sd : | nthe 13th May, at G g 
nate victims, and bringing the pirates to punishment, ,, 0° * th May, at Grassland, near Georgetown, 





nate > D. C., Lieut. S. B. BISSELL, or the U.S. navy, to 

is hignly commendable.—N. O. Bee, May 28. | SARAH, daughter of Natuan Lvrnouovatt, Ksq. 

a PELTON E Wie TITS RT A | At Buffalo, N. Y., on the 1st instant, Lieut WIL- 
VAY. ~ LIAM F. BARRY, U.S. A.,and Miss KATHARINE 





W. McKNIGHT, eldest daughter of Jas. McK stent, 
June 1—P, Mid. Wm. Ronckendorff, depot of charts,&c. | Esq., of that city. i 
4—Master J. Ferguson, rec’g_ ship, Norfolk. | cxiammannen a. 
P. Mid. C. W. Morris, coast survey under Lieut. | : ena Ene 
Blake. 








Ei. 8 WES. 
P. Mid. C. F. M. Spottswood, steamer Fulton. 1 LY 34 IGUS 
: abet : ; At Geneva, N. Y., on the 29th ult., SAM’L ANGUS 
6—Mid. J. H. Carter, rec’g ship, Norfolk. ‘late Captain in the U. S. navy, aged 56. : 
7 | In Norfolk, Va., on the 4th instant, Arisripes, infant 
Waval Intelligence. | son of Francis Grice, Esq., aged two years and six 
: ths. 
U. 8. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED, | ===—=—————————— 
Ship Preble; Comm’r. S. L. Breese, sailed from JOHN M. DAVIES & JONES, 
Portsmouth, N. H., on the 2d inst., for Halifax and the | SUCCESSORS TO LUKE Davies & son, 
Coast of Labrador. A list of the officers was published | 102 WILLIAM STREET, NEW YORK, 
in the Chronicle of April 30. Manufacturers of the established CAPS for the Army 
Brig Dolphin, Lt. Comd’t. C. H. Bell, at Monrovia, and Navy. 
Africa, April 25, all well. ALSO, 


Steamer Poinsett, Lt. Comd’t. I.ynch, from Balti-| Stocks, Shirts, Linen Collars, Suspenders, &c. Ke. ec 
more, anchored off the naval hospital, Norfolk, May 28.| Aug. 1—1ly 
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